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Part One

In this essay, we introduce the central players and concepts
of the most revolutionary of Jewish holy days: Purim.,
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or99: Preparation and Chance

The notion of time, o3, includes within it a meaning of being prepared, as in yan,
literally, getting something ready. And this has a lot to do with how we relate to our
D> D in general, because as opposed to treating them as mere celebrations,
there is a specific job, an nmay, which needs to be done for each holiday. Holidays
are understood by 573n as periods in which it is more applicable for us to achieve
whatever it is that the time was provided for us to achieve.! Accordingly, there is a
great deal of preparation which is necessary before a holiday in order to get an
understanding of what it is that is to be achieved for the holiday and to best exploit
the opportunity it provides.” Now it happens to be that o9, more than any other
holiday, is intimately related to this idea of preparation.

o> 9 is essentially the only holiday which impacts the entire month in which it
appears in. Usually, the o>» of the holiday are localized, specific to the day. But
on 9, We say NPNwa Pan T8 o3wn.® In fact, the preparations for this holiday
take place even further in advance with the introduction of the nywys 7,
announcing both the giving of the o*>pw and the N a3 of Pony:

OR PP ,13 WY Awenana .ovR5an Y1 ohpwn DY pynwn ,1TRI TRRD
YW ;0N PR DRI MAINTA DR 02970 DR 0UpnAT ,0%723 1200
(R:R ©HPW) .07R52N HY a8 PRYIM ,MNARa OY e 00300 e 5

On the first day of Adar, we announce regarding the shekalim and
kelayim. On the fifteenth of [the month], we read Meggilat Esther in the
cities [that have a wall], renovate the throughways, streets and water

! Torah envisions time as our contact with reality, as the definer of our environment and spiritual
attitudes and moods, the basis of the events which comprise our history and our individual lives.
Commemoration is more than memory: it is a temporal re-living of those aspects in time which
created events, feeling anew the associated moods and sensations. (See “Prelude” pgs. 36-44, Patterns
in Time: Chanukah, Rabbi Matis Weinberg, Feldheim Publishers, Ltd., 1988)

2 Indeed, preparation is itself demanded by the nan as expressed in the dictum:
AN XN MIYN NINY NISY MDD NDHT NDS MITN D DY 1Y PYINTY PONIWY MY DNXIVY DNY PN Nwn
(.25 N5"n)

¥ See .v> mayn, though as will be discussed, another, quite related, period of time in the Jewish
calendar shares this unique distinction of impact.
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baths, address any public matters, whitewash grave sites, and actually
take out kelayim.

So much is this related to the month per se, that there is an opinion in the Talmud
that if the parasha of Shekalim (or any of the “Four Parashot”) is read during Adar |
in a leap year, despite the fact that it would then be sixty days before the need for
new Shekalim, no re-reading would be required. Not to mention that, according to
Yerushalmi,' reading the Megilla any time during the whole month of Adar would be
acceptable in a pinch. After all, the Megillah refers to Adar as The month that was
transformed... (9:22)

Beyond the feeling of joy that the month imparts, the preparations for o>y9 begin
from a practical standpoint at the beginning of H7x with the giving of the obpw.
The oYpw, out of which the n»aap are brought, are donated at the beginning of 1.
The relationship of these o¥»pw to o> 9 is amazingly expanded on by the xn»:

P IARY N a5 P H wph W nk A qoa 902 oabr vy
POPYY P oTpn Ta%ah SR DYy oopw Hipwh pn Thvw oown
(3 15an) oK HYY oHpWwR YY Yy nwn TR TARI ANT UM

“10,000 talents of silver.” Reish Lekish said: it was revealed and known
before He who said ‘let there be a world’" that Haman would eventually
set aside silver agains the Jewish people, therefore, he preempted [his
shekels] by having them advance theor own shekels over his, as it was
taught in a Mishnah, On the first day of Adar, we announce regarding
the shekalim and kelayim.

Further, according to the mavn, if one converts the number of oYpw that were
donated by Yisrael in the desert into unconsecrated shekel values, they equal 10,000
— the exact number of o*opw that yon wanted to dedicate to the king in order to pay
for the expenses necessary to destroy all of the Jews.* Because of this, the x03 says
that /n wanted the o'5pw for the yown to precede those of yon.

oi 0Ny AP-DMYR-527 W03 NPT APTR-523 NT I N0 BYne
(T3 9noR) .0

The copy of the writing, to be given out for a decree in every province,

was to be published to all people, that they should be ready for this day.

Even more striking is that the o> story itself reflects a great deal of planning
because the whole thing comes about through letters which were sent out in
advance that say »mn o2 ,0>1ny ndn2” — “be ready for this day.” The letters didn’t
specify anything, they just told the people to be prepared.

o0 WwiMwny 7707 Mk oY mwa Ljon wn-8n jivkag wna
SR WIN-RIT-IRR-00Y WING Wnm 0P oin gnn 1ah Din &0 e
(1:3 9NOR)

* See Tosafot, Megilla, 16a, *n71 7"7. See also "2 and % 112,
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In the first month, which is the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of king
Achashveirosh, they cast pur, that is, the lot, before Haman from day to
day, and from month to month, to the twelfth month, which is the month
Adar.

mn, who is the centerpiece of the story, has another name — oy, meaning
preparation. And he relates to the month of 47~ very much the same way as we do.
Because when he cast his lots, he didn't cast his lots for a specific day, rather he
chose the month first, then the day. Meaning, he relates to 7Tx as a general time
that is auspicious for his needs, and then he chose a day that was even more specific.
And curiously, he also relates to it with a sense of nnnv, just as we do:

(:» nan) AT ANRY nRw TR wTIna Ma Haiw

When it fell out on the month of Adar he relished a great joy.

Now there is another time in which a holiday impacts an entire month: ax, as it says,
nNnwa poynn ax o1wn.®  There, too, we have a gradual introduction and
preparation to get us to the holiday, with the three weeks, nine days and then the oy
itself. It is very much the same idea that we have by o9 in that we are yon, we
prepare.® Indeed, the two are mirrored:

(.3 PAYN) MRNW3 D3R TR DINWR T2 ,ANRYI POYLR IR DIVYRY DY

So, oddly enough, the two times during the year when there is a stress on ny>n and
preparation, we are lead to the same point — the p”nna.” In ax the nion takes us
towards the pnna’s destruction® while here in 97x, preparations are being made for
the rebuilding of the prnna.®

>392 oayn
®In fact, the p”nna itself relates to this type of mon, as the oypn itself literally means planned —
TN N YIPN N NPV THAYY 191 TNZ0Y 103 nyun) inxan. (2N mTyo 1 actually translates )i as
PIINY).
" Note also that just as in 97« in ax the reason we are sad is not because we are relating to the yamn,
rather, y279n came because we were sad (5 291 229 2302 NNRYA PPN N DX NTIY KXY WYX DDA
destruction is because we are unhappy, oin 5w m>51); while conversely, the rebuilding came with the
happiness inherent in 7.
& See:
YWIOUN WINA TXD N7aPn DN NWN NYY OV 57p DIV 92 NN 227 N ,I00 12 DYN TP SIIN 0 Y09
DY DWIAIN DY NUY DNYNN HN NYY NN 12 22N MIATH NIYY DNY NI WTNA DWW M) DRI )3 NNND
L0 N PMIDN DR AT MM DX 92 DIYN AR IR NN 3792 79,00 /N 0 HRNN Y )Yon 77
M N DN NYYN NP NITY IRLN DANVN DNN OYN IR DY IDXN NINHDH 7 IINIY DIVYYI NHY 1IN
N AN WTN 99) 1IN Y3 NIYY DY WY N NPYTY IRVN NN DYN NON XIN NN N IN YN 2¥ DN
15 DIVR DY WY 99 1922 YN DOV D10 ) IPAY ND) M) IO YO 57RWD DIVN 1792 NYY 0P DWIAIN
72PN WIAPY T2 XNNDD NWNT 1Y INRI D1 121 IIYM NN DNIY IRIY PN MUY T VNN NIUMN
LUTPN OD WY NWND 1D MX T NV DY 93 NN DN 2D (D : TV XIPN) INNIY MNTY NDHM NNYDD O
NOININ YITH) XD IX YWONR DN XD N P20 NPN OWHUN DY ) MHIYNXIA 1D TP 1) M T2 YO
L(ND 1270 RW1 5 NI (RW))
® o9 is directly related to the rebuilding of the prana because first, the story takes place at the end
of the 70 yearm9 period; and second, "mabnn >8n Ty — Y730 says this means the pnna, and third,
the child of 9nox built prnna — wo.
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Related to the prnna, the Y71 x observes™ that o119 reminds us of another holiday:
oM9on oy, literally, “a day like ©>19,” suggesting that o> s is the primary day while
D>195n oY is only a day like o>a. And really, both days are fundamentally related.
The original »o 90 Tyn had a problem — it did not work. There was an anwn 9y
which resulted in the shattering of the mn5, which were re-presented to »’»a on oy
D1957.

But then there was an additional problem, as identified by the xvn>:

192w TN ROM N2 RAN 92 AMTAR 7R (VY MIAY) 00 DONNa 12RnT
ORI 20 ANNA 093P oNR OR 0NY AR DD 00 DR 0AYY 17apn
AR ROPNKRD 137 RYTIN IRIN APYT 92 KRAR 77K 0INNAP KRN DW IR
oI 1921 1R (0 TNDR) NIT WIMWAR A mHap NI 27apR KA

(.Ma NaW) 722 VPW AN TP

‘And they stood under the mountain.” R. Abdimi b. Chama b. Chasa
said: This teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, overturned the
mountain upon them like an inverted cask, and said to them, ‘If you
accept the Torah, it is well; if not, there shall be your grave.” R. Aha b.
Jacob observed: This furnishes a strong protest against the Torah [as it
provides an excuse for non-observance, since it was forcibly imposed in
the first place]. Said Raba, Yet even so, they re-accepted it in the days of
Achashveirosh, for it is written, ‘[the Jews] confirmed, and took upon
them’ [i.e.,] they confirmed what they had accepted long before.

There was always a good excuse for not keeping the n7n. »a could always say that
they were forced into it. There was a sense of a lack of commitment to nmn,
particularly when it came to issues relating to 97awn, as the w2 explains,* though
»1 said nnwn nwy, they pulled back, because »ya thought they'd have constant
revelation. But when >n»a found out that there would be a s7awn, with more
questions than answers, >3 didn’'t want that. So, the ) says, indeed, there was a
problem, but it was a problem only until o>ms. Once o9 came along, the Jewish
people accepted the nvm wholeheartedly, including the a7awn.”? As the xm)
explains, 125 920pw NN P 0TINPN YaAPY Mdp. That even though »7)a accepted the
77N at »o 91, on o9 it was a true oyp, an absolute acceptance of the n7n. So
we see these two days, 0> and o950 0V, are quite interrelated as they both are
times during which »7a recommitted itself to nnn n5ap.

But there is another aspect of o> 1950 oy that is similar to o9, something that
violates all of the norms of the Temple service: both holidays are interrelated
conceptually as they are both defined by 9, lots: (3:3 ANOX) Y700 XN N9, DN IS
called such for the lots yan drew. With respect to o>195n o», normally when a ya7p
is brought, it is dedicated and defined at the outset. But, on o>195n o, the n»ap
are defined by lots: S1x1y2 TN 9713) /N2 TNN HI13-N1YI) ,0PYWND NY-DY YIDN ]Jj;].lS So

10 See (3,1) X791 A MNPN

' Midrash Tanhuma, Noach, 3

2 Note that the development of avawn begins after o>119. The whole max navn, which deals with
the nmon, begins essentially with N5 10 no3d >wIr, who came to be at the time of o>me.

B n:to x0pn
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that on oa5n ow, there is a special ya7p that can only be brought through the
creation of a lottery in which it is 'n who will determine which is the Stxy> 9yw and
which is .

But something is a bit strange. If both of these days are named for chance, then it is
curious that the ultimate day of chance, o>, is the day that we prepare for the
most. One would think that “chance” and “preparation” make strange bedfellows!

o]
o’y9: Tulfillment of 134 nwn's Life

Now of course, if yan was happy about 77X, then we ought to be careful how we're
happy, because it is clear that one can have different kinds of happiness in 97, not
all of them necessarily positive! And it is important to figure out what the difference
is. Because if the preparation for our o9 is defined by our Adar happiness, and
the preparation for yn's ©»19 also comes out of happiness, then the difference in
what creates the happiness may be the whole point of o>ma. That is, if one really
wants to understand what is it about the world that p5ny sees that would give him
the sense of happiness in 975 and what is it that »7)a sees that gives them the sense
of happiness in 97, then the place to look for it is in trying to figure out what really
catalyzes the happiness of yan in terms of 97x. Why should he be n5y nnnw nnw?
Now the truth is, the ) does tell us one reason as to why yan was happy, but it's
not so clear how it is relevant.

TR AT ANAW NRW TR WTIN2 M8 Ha1w (v R0 a0 X0 1 San
VAW NN 9TRA OPAWAW YTV N RD AwR 1A DA nava i Y Yoy
(3 193n) T3 TRA

‘They cast pur, that is, the lot,” It was taught: when the lot fell out on the
month of Adar, he relished a great joy and said, ‘the lottery came out for
me in the same month that Moshe had died in!" but he was unaware that
though he died on the seventh of Adar, he was born on the seventh of
Adar as well.

The reason yn was happy was because 111 nwn died in 978, What does that mean?
On the surface, it is not a very useful clue. But, was he wrong to be happy? Not
entirely — wan nwn certainly had died in 97x; but, yon was unaware that »ay nwn
was also born in 97x. So though he thought it to be an auspicious month, it turned
out to be auspicious indeed—but in a way contrary to what he expected. If we take
this seriously, then we need to understand the relationship of 127 nwn to all of this.

wn 5w T oo, (R inw) L L ORI AR Awn o wRa "
Poanon HRAWT PAw At Y2 RHR Anrmbn MO YT IR ORnon mww
PR IRD ORI PI2INN PA-DTAYAY DAARD 0 nR pamom Lihyn vaba

(.02 mwn wr1) .ohan

‘And it was when Moshe lifted his hands that Yisrael prevailed...” Could
it me that Moshe's hands could make or break a war? Rather, whenever
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Yisrael would gaze heaven-ward and direct their hearts to their father in
the heavens, they prevailed. But if they did not, then they were felled.

It is true that pSny suffered by the hands of w2y nwn when pSny attacked >73a after
they had left Egypt. But, there is a more curious interrelationship of Purim to
Moshe. The x ) in 90 analyzes the names of the all of the people that appear in
the o9 story:

PN ANNA R 0 WA KRI0 DAW3A (30 WRIA) PN ATINa R own
9non IR (M:RD ©MaT) IR AI0N 0 TN0R PYN nn (R MwKRND)
RPN PN M7 N (32:5 MAw) 2037 IR M0N0 A DTN NON

(05 rn) Ko7

Where, (on a meta-level), is there some reference to Moshe in the Torah?
As it says, ‘as he is flesh’ (which in numerology equals 120, the same as
Moshe's name). Where, (on a meta-level), is there some reference to
Haman in the Torah? As it says ‘from the tree...” (a pun on the name
Haman). Where, (on a meta-level), is there some reference to Esther in
the Torah? As it says ‘and | will surely hide...” (a pun on the name
Esther). Where, (on a meta-level), is there some reference to Mordechai
in the Torah. As it says ‘flowing myrrh’ which in Aramaic is ‘flowing
myrrh,” (Mor-Dror’ a pun on the name Mordechai).

The x7n)y is discussing all of the characters of the oo story here — but what
relevance is there to »21 nwn in that context? Maybe there is a connection here, a
connection that yan apparently keyed into.

On some level, we can say that o> is the fulfillment of way nwn's life. As
mentioned, there was a failure with N7 nn nHap:

Tnbn Rom 932 RAN 92 MTAR AR (VY MAW) N0 DORNa A
7NN ohapn onR oR onh AR D 00 DR 0hY n7apn naow
737 RYTIN IRON apY’ 72 RAR KR DINTIAP KON DW IRD DR 200
(12:0 TNOR) NIT WIMWAR M2 mHAP TN 27AYR RIT AR ROATNRD

(.na Naw) 923 Hpw AN TR o 1Hap! Ny

‘And they stood under the mountain.” R. Abdimi b. Chama b. Chasa
said: This teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, overturned the
mountain upon them like an inverted cask, and said to them, ‘If you
accept the Torah, it is well; if not, there shall be your grave.” R. Aha b.
Jacob observed: This furnishes a strong protest against the Torah [as it
provides an excuse for non-observance, since it was forcibly imposed in
the first place]. Said Rabah, Yet even so, they re-accepted it in the days
of Achashveirosh, for it is written, ‘[the Jews] confirmed, and took upon
them’ [i.e.,] they confirmed what they had accepted long before.

What this means, is that at the time of o119, something changed in >72a’s perception

that enabled them to accept the n7n without x5 90N Nx oYY N9d. In that sense,
it is certainly true that »an nwn's life is fulfilled only with o> e.
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There is another curious interrelationship. 17 nwn died because of na’n s, which
was in w1p,"* the same place pony first appears (Bereishit 14:7). Indeed, pony later
initiates Yisrael's struggle with them in terms of Torah: Yxav by on5n Pony Nan
D992 meaning NNNN 3 o ww. So, the primal pony connection to »a is
specifically through Moshe and Torah and it is because of that water in w1p N0 'n
that v nwn finds his end. So maybe yon is onto something here. Since this is the
time of »37 nwn's death, and the only reason pYny wasn't capable of destroying 55>
N9 in the first place is because »aa nwn was around, and in the second time in >n
120, 137 Nwn met his death as a result of hitting the stone, maybe yan is right on
target! In which case, the death of »an nwn would be associated with the prevailing
of yan, who was from the family of pbny.” So perhaps we should examine and
analyze what happened in namn »m. In other words, if the reason that pbny is
capable of hurting us is because of whatever it is that hurt va7 nwn, then apparently
we could then understand what it is we accomplish on o>a--which is what »2a5 nwn
should have done, but didn't!

The 99 9p of 1y nwn

12 nwn died because he was not 'n ow wTpn:

,TIR TR DR-IWRD TRY-O8 LA0RM LAY A% ARKR WK 03,00
namn-na ‘mww’ 13 7ina un‘vun WK DY .- ‘m ,AORYM ;370 N3
(83-3:25 uﬁ:rr) '7mw* 13 T7iN3 ,"NIR DRYTR-K WK Hu-1v-13T0 WP

And die at the mountain where you will ascend, and be gathered unto
your people as Aaron your brother died at Mount Hor, and was gathered
unto his people. Because you trespassed against Me in the midst of the
children of Israel at the waters of Meribath-kadesh, in the wilderness of
Tzin; because you did not sanctify Me in the midst of the children of
Israel.

(n:3 93773) 03Y NINR WIPNR 85W D 0NnTs - IR DNWTR 8D WK DY
PIA N3 INRY 13T R oAYa 1mManh 19991 1Mo oM PYon SR onnam
IR 71 YOO AN DR DRIWT AW L,DRW OW WIRpNA N IR0 892
o™pR T2 AP IR ROA ORI W 0N 1D PR 19T DR DEYMaY &1 70wH

(oW *’wA) 12w 53 RY 1R IRTI2 NIRN

Because you did not sanctify Me — that is, you caused it that I should not
be sanctified. I said to you ‘and you shall speak to the rock’ and they had
to hit it, and two times to boot! And had they spoken with it and it gave
forth its water without being hit, then the name of God would have been
sanctified, since Yisrael would have said, just as this rock, which does not
receive reward or punishment — if it does well it receives no reward, if it
deviates, it is not hit — so too should we [have this attitude] in the
fulfillment of the commandments of the Creator. (Rashi)

 See Rashi Bereishit 14:7, >spbny nTe n/m vawn py N1
5 Indeed we attribute the entire mb to 1129 nwn, because had 119 nwn taken us into >~ we never
would have been exiled.
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Because > didn't learn this valuable lesson, »aa nwn had to die and therefore we
had to go into exile and have all of the problems with m9)? But this amm Sp is
nonsensical. 'n says that despite what it “does,” the stone does not get reward and it
does not get punishment. But of course not, it doesn't have choices! So it is
ridiculous to say a stone that doesn't get reward, if it does good and doesn't get
punished, if it does bad..., or “does what it supposed to do” — well of course it does,
that's what it is programmed to do! Why would a person conclude that he should all
the more so be like a stone? That's ridiculous. That would be like a computer
programmer who tells his kids to go to bed and when they don't listen to him, he gets
angry and says, “l don't understand, the computers I work with always execute my
instructions, and you, I'll give you a lollipop if you listen to me or a beating if you
don't and you still don't do as | say, you're dumber than the computer!” Well of
course the children don't listen to Dad the Geek, they are people and do as they
choose, not as they're programmed.

And this isn't an isolated occurrence, rather the M Yp is so central and
fundamental that just before vwan nwn dies, he gathers all of »»a around and
attempts to teach them this lesson one last time:

N33 ,T397 "AN] MRM DUND-PIND-NR DRYN-NK ,0PD 033 "nTn
(07:9 ©M3T) YW ADK ,MINA WRP-0MN3 N 507 7p0)

I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that | have set
before you life and death, the blessing and the curse; therefore choose life,
so you may live, you and your children.

mAPN WK oYph v onw - PIRA DR D'AWA DR DA 023 0TV
D23 DTV MR 32T LOKRT 522 002 NONR IRW TP PR AP0 DR
MIRTAY DAWA 19000 LORWD 17apn ond nR I DRwn Nk orn
PR AR R A0 935 7Y 8D RAW 0NTA DR W RAW ,000R wawh
PRI 192NDA ,wRWN R wawn 1 (7R NOAR) IR mva ,ohwn 5ab
IR L,ANNAR 8D ANIR DAY RAW ,ANTA AW KDY ,000R WAWY MR
DR 70879 KD 90WH KD WPIW HR 7ML, DMPW ANOYM 00N DNYIT RAW
DNR ,0NTA DR W KRS ,MIpNa PHapn PR PROIN ORI 99w PYapn PR Pan
0D And NNR 5y mapia thapn onkon oK1 2w 1Hapn oot oY

(ow "vM)

| call heaven and earth to witness against you — they are everlasting, so
that when the evil befalls you, they will be witnesses to the fact that |
warned you that of all of this. Another interpretation: Said the Holy
One, blessed be he, to Yisrael, ‘take a look at the heavens that | created to
serve you, did you ever see them change their nature, that the sun might
not rise and light up the world? Take at look at the ground that | created
to serve you. Did it ever change its physical nature so that maybe you
once planted and nothing grew, or that you planted wheat and barley
came up? Just as these [natural processes], when they do [as expected]
there is not reward or punishment, so that if they do as expected they are
not rewarded or if they deviate are not punished, and yet they still do not
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change their nature, so too you, who if you do as expected are rewarded
or fail to do so are punished, so do all the more so. (Rashi)

127 Nwn kept trying to give this message over, so clearly it was a fundamental lesson.
Apparently this is important enough to define everything, including the need for
o3l

Now, it's true that w21 nwn was responsible for giving the n7n, but he was also
responsible for providing the environment in which the people could conceive of the
77n, to have the time to learn the n7yn and to absorb it the first time around.
Because though he wasn't successful with the water part, he was successful with
providing the food, the bread for >7a in the desert. And in providing that
environment, he also allowed n7nn nYap because it says XONX wIITY 1NN MM N
0 999 1Le. if it hadn’t been that 137 nwn brought the 0, then there could not
have been a N7 nn nbap, because people who are involved in the needs of mortal
lives, can't really reach n7nn nbap. And that was given in the merit of »21 nwn.

IR I 10 ,RYn-NOR ARY-Im ,NNR MIYIR NP LPIR-DR Awn 08
Banith us‘v 1I0R M IWR-OR 1R WRD .02 mnwn‘v by,
(TH-35:10 MNY) mmw:%

And Moshe said to Aaron: ‘Take a jar, and put an omerful of man in side
it, and lay it up before the Lord, to be kept throughout your generations.’
As God commanded Moshe, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to
be kept.

The reason that the yon mxs was kept next to the px, and when the yax was
hidden," it was hidden with it, is to emphasize this point. So apparently what nwn
127 did achieve in this area was central to the nbap.

Mmn — mr. Preparation

Now, so how is it that the people in the time of o> were able to do something that
they couldn't do at the time in the 7a7n, where it says, NXON w19 NN MY XY
N oY, and yet these people were able to accept the n7n anew without that?
The answer is simple: ya1 *99x85 XN 71NN 9N XY — w77 Now, though this seems to
be just a pun, note that the word y» means, preparation:

TRRM GRIT-ND YT RY D--RIT R PIR-DR WR NANT ORI IR
(oo MnW) .n%aKR% 0% M NI WK z:m‘v-l ahl u-l'vx ,WN

And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another: "What is
it?" — for they knew not what it was. And Moshe said to them: ‘It is the
bread which God has given you to eat.’

(ow wA) Tonn oad an (A:R HRIT) 18,81 1T Q198 - RIA 0

1 \5wa M8 8NN
1725 1 M) 10 MIXINY INWHN OV 1333 PIN 1IIWND
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What is it — it was prepared food. Like the following usage, ‘And the
king prepared for them a daily portion of the king's food.’

So the word y» means non, and yan was 121mmn, so they are all interrelated. yon's two
names weren't different — they meant precisely the same thing — Mr. Preparation.
The y» that was eaten in the 727 seems to strangely relate to yon. And the wildest
thing of all is that the y» stopped falling with the death of »37 nwn. But it lasted
from the time of his death to as long it was necessary to bring the 2wy so that they
could eat the new grain, which was the sixteenth of yo», the very same day on which
yn was hanged! Indeed >>791n even hints at this to yon, as he was learning the o7
of the mmy when yan passed by him. yn walked by and said, what are you learning.
»5791 responds, the o7 of the amy. And yon retorts, well that amy just blew away
my 10,000 Spw.*®

Even more so, there are ma5n that are learned out of this. When describing how
32 went to get the yn, the Pros says, NOD-TYN NN 9997 YWD o2 MD). From this,
the xn» learns the n3an of Na~:

IART PRYYY NaM A5 7R3 HNnRN RITRA RTNNT YA 53 137 720M
121 51 IR WK NR 107 WW 0P 7 (32:10 MInY) 2027 RN 130
10 0P AN NAw PRI NAwY Pan ©UY PR 2w orh ran DM navd

(.2 nxn)

Rabah explained that any egg which hatched today completed its
formation a day earlier. And Rabah is consistent with his own opinion
for he said, why is it written ‘and it was on the sixth day and they
prepared that which they brought’ to teach that a weekday may prepare
for a Sabbath and a weekday may prepare for a festival but a festival may
not prepare for a Sabbath and a Sabbath may not prepare for a festival.

The striking thing is that there is a law that anything unprepared is unsuitable for
use on a holiday. One is not allowed to have something which wasn't prepared in
advance on the holiday itself. This y7 is learned from the ya. So o9 needs
preparation, and that there is something central about getting prepared for o9,
which is deeper than any other holiday. The center of the story is this concept of
Pmn which only appears incidentally in terms of all the other o 1y, is central
when it comes to the terms with o> .

8 As extracted from the following dialogue:
NIYYA DT D0 MN NN PAY N PIYYT D YINNR 90T IR ANTT 7N ONNDD RINY PTD :PND DN
YD .NADDT NOIVIP DXAON NIYYD NN NIYY INKIT ,IDIP - PN IINX ,PIN NIYYA PID 1D PINN 1PIVIP
(M) Y099 ,NNY NP> NNY 95 NPIY NI MIN WI 92 NND> XY : NINNI RNPTN Y92 11D NPON 1D INON NYNWT
PTN W12 95T 121 DX OINND D DONT PP (IPY TOIN MITINY NIA0 NN DY) IXIDVNNY YA INTINT
12 RPY 10 NINT Y1 IX DD, 091928 NV : 1D X .NODID PTN 2157 PO T DY XD PTN 2 XN
SNOWR NDY ORIV DT DIN INMIDTNY NMITAD O¥2 AR N0 1HOND NIT NIVNT X9 W1AD V) 92 TN 1INNDVP
NOUNT NDYDS P 2N 0D NN XN WIAD HONT PPD .ANDKN DY NP MITH DY) NNDY PON TON 172y N
)2 9IN INMIDONY NMITAD OYA NN 10 2910 990N NI MY NRIDNT NIYID 27> W) 72 TN 7Y INN TUNRID
79 : N2 N .NINNY Y ND 190D AN MNT TY ,ND I9DND) 221 NIV MNIND PN 1772y NN .INIYN NI RI9D
PAYT NN ,NOVIP DINP PAVT INND PN DINP PAYT NN DIDY RANX 79 NI NN 19 N 1Y I0IN 179
7990) NI DNIIP 1952 NNV PINY NI NINNT MAND DIN X1 : 1IN 199D NIV TAYNN PO INVDIN
NINT ,ND 22 1Y 1 NY N .NODID PTN DY 2197 DIP 0D IIN 1Y RIDN JONT PN ,iPNAD NOIND X PIN)
NNNRY NDY NINDYT ¥ /N PPN’ (T-2:D YD NN) N N72APNY DIPN PHNN DIDN DY 257¥ NP ...2D 132)
OMN 'ND NYIA N2 RIPN) YA INY 1D THOYN N NIRIINM TION IV OIPION /1 0 YN
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Why was this guy called yom1n?

MIYab NW 12100 DY RIPI AR A0 AT 12In RID 12100 NRY
(:20 75n)

‘And Memucahn Said.” It was taught, Memucahn was Haman. He was
called Memuchan (meaning prepared) because he was prepared for
destruction.

mn was set up. Everything he prepared for the sake of others, ultimately was
prepared for himself. Initially he was a nobody, but eventually, he rose to the top,
politically.”® It was he who comes up with the idea of getting rid of >sner. He tells
VIMVNNK!

ND1 T3-079 D72 anan LMiahn nidvn-1aT Ry 3l 79n0-Sv-ox
00 Anhm L wimwng Tonn 8% R Rian-8H wR oo
(V":X TNOK) .7IAN NIV AMPT?

If it please the king, let there go forth a royal commandment from him,
and let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes, that
it be not altered, that Vashti come no more before king Achashveirosh,
and that the king give her royal estate to another that is better than she.

And the x ) explains that he recommended that a decree of the king should not be
subject to the Supreme Court. Because vymwnx said | can't do this myself, | need
to go to the onon. And yon says, honsense, you can do this your self, it's a holdover
from the Babylonians — you should be an absolute monarch. And the reason yon
suggested this is because he wanted to take over himself eventually. But this is his
first step. In the course of this first step, he gets rid of >nwy and installs the woman
he thinks is a pushover, but who ends up being the one who kills him. And he is
killed because he is the one who had that law passed at the outset that a king can do
as he wishes without going to court. Immediately he was killed. He puts himself in
the position to be the only one invited by the king at the time anox is there, which is
exactly what takes him down. He has a tree set up so that the guy who had done
good for the king, >>7vn, yn made sure that the king would not know about it at the
time, so that the only time the king finds out about it is at the moment the gallows
are ready to take yon down. So that the very tree he sought to use to kill »>79n with
is the one from which he is hanged: ysn v—% y5n qwx!  And finally, when he
sends out the letters of war, they are the very letters that allowed the Jews to fight,
since the letters couldn't be returned. So all the letters needed to do was be
redefined (as the x> elaborates). All you said was be ready, well they were ready
indeed—to take down all the Jewish enemies! This is the whole meaning of Jonn
NN — the whole thing became inverted. He was a man who was set up alright, but it
was all set up in a way in which he was destroyed through his own actions. And so,
o fits his name very well.

19 .
See:
(:2> N9M1) LYTNNY NI XN 27 IIN MIYNAD 191DV 121N DY RIPI NN 1IN N3 19100 XIN 11N NN
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There is a w27 that expresses this notion succinctly. The w2 says® that the world
is really like a horse and 'n is its a rider. So that you think the horse is going where it
wants and putting forth all the energy. But if you want to know »» nx 0 », who
guides whom, ©yon nx »nN 25770 — the rider guides the horse. This is a deep insight
into the world because as much as we think we're putting out — and we're putting out
— everything we're putting out, and our plans, they're real. Indeed the horse might
think it's putting out and going where it wants, despite this, really 'n is taking it
where it needs to go. yon thought he was making these plans, but through them he
created o9.% Indeed, this notion is highlighted when the king asks yon what
should be done to the man the king wants to honor and yon says, give him the horse
that the 75n rides on (79 here being 'n). yon saw himself not as the horse but the
rider, where in essence, as y2mmn, he ends up being the horse.

So we understand even through yan’'s name alone that this whole time period must
have something to do with »an nwn. Because what did »21 nwn try to tell »71. He
said, you think you are different than the computer, and that's why this v’ makes no
sense. But you're wrong, because in terms of your plans and goals, yes you're
different than the computer. But if you think that ultimately the direction of history
is going to be defined by you, you're wrong. In precisely the same way the sun is
going to rise in the morning, and in precisely the same way the rock does what it's
programmed to do, the universe is going to do what it's supposed to do as well. If
you do everything in your power to do the exact opposite of what you think you're

2 This w1yt is one of the most fundamental ow 7 which plays in many locations including Hmt and
Chassidut, among various other texts. The simplest formulation is as follows:

PRI O DV IMPN XINY DIPN IMNX PRNPY N7APN DY Y PIDN 1N 290 NN NN I DVWA 7779 DIPNI N
PNY 97N INIPHN INNY PRI ONY SW PN NP0 NN HONNR DIPN MN (NI )9 MNY) NIT NN 19 1PN MDY
DNIT DN I MYN NDIY DRI W DY MYN N7APN DX DWTY NN PN DTP ONON INYN (19:)0 D7) d2ND
2y 2577 NINY NAD )TV 92 NIN TN MYN N PRI INDNY DY YN 172PN NN DNN PYN N (NN DDNIN)
5 25910 Y (N:) PIPAN) MNIY DIDY N9V 251770 PN 20170 N0 DIDN THN) THON DYNWN 1Y) ©DION

(0 NP ND NYIS NWYRIA NI YITN) .TOID

To get an idea of how many guises this a7 assumes, consider:

SIMNYN DY PRI INNY NYN XN AN - 7OTR OMON DINIYHY I INRND OWIN NN DAY PYNRIID
NI M3 2010 DY 2590 297, NOT NI NTN - DIDY NPV 19170 PR 291710 NPV DIDN” ,0IIN 1TD 1919D)
NYPNY 7D DD 0D MINONNT PN 12 AUR D ODD NXINWY D000 /I 10N 1IN PN LPAM 12 DONOM ,ONYD
DYINN DMIVIN DNYIY - 1Y PR ,TI) TD DN DMNYON DIV TO) T2 DN DMNDN DMIWN YD ,/97F DMION'D
NN DY NI .ONN DAYN 13 INID IO MIMYN NN PIYN INNND MNDNY - 1IY HIX DMNIWN >NHa
DYPYTN DY 1MNWI ,ND72 21 DIZY 1)) DMN OIN) VAV NPT PTXHIY - /MW, DINN - TY ININRY
;TN YMINIDY NN oW ,NXIN TN - DXNNN 12 NPHND N7APN TRYY YOI ,NINIIND DITNYY MNII MNYN
L0 NN - AW NI NN PR NN .(IVIVAI SV I HVN YD) DIPNA TPV DV NINY 2T ONN PN
,NIMON DINYN) DN DINN OV DIRNNIN DTN IDNRY TN IDIND) - POY DNY 1NN KDY — /MY ONY
, 0030 NNNDY 1IN XIN IR - /DN Y - DHYIN TWKR 12 DYV DND NONNN NNY N> MOND /MAIWH NI
DPYTY HY YMNYY 10N PN NN .NT INKR NITRY 11D ,0NN DMNN JO DN DINN N DINXND) OMN Y D
DX MND INK MININ MNWYYN D NNPDY DY PIYD DT T2 1N - 'MIXIAND DOTNYY MM MHNYN
NI IN INK DTN 2T ,TAD NIONN NI NN NMNNND NY2 MND NNTY - MDY DTN MDD 'NRYYN
MYTIN DINN ;MM MHYY ,ANNA I N - MNN MV NN MINN 12 DY 'NNYYN NI ;9393 ¥ 1270
990) . NMVN 1D MNYN 1IN DY 11D ,YTH 90 <DL ,TIY NINDY /MY NIV NIND 72D .T1D TNX 12T ON

(Y P19 X PON - ©12) NN

DYDY MM ANY BDIY HY NN TN PNV NYIS Y257 YDIDA 13D D77 1YY PINIT NYIN %1572 YNDOY 1N
MITY 25Y7 NNY GRY .WNN IDND 1Y OTIYIY PROYNRM TIMNT 19 .5739¥10D 12917 IN PN DIDN 12PN NYI9)
XD TPUYND IINYNN PIY 29D P NXIN MNNYNY 91525 >MNANNN PIYY . TPUYN 7Y YMIN PIIN NN 912725 175y

(0 PI9 - XYW - DN WOI) .M TNY NTIAYN H7T7W0 1) .TIIY DDV 217 N7WT) .DXON
2 The commentators suggests that yan knew about the possible advent of o119, Why did he only
provide one day for destruction? Because he didn't want the Jews to have a seven day celebration
should they win!
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supposed to be doing, that's precisely what you're supposed to be doing. Just like
yn. As the xv) puts it:

KWW 13 AR 9HR (TR 0750) AnSw mp mrp NaT RWID NN
WAR HR %Y Kp MNT Mnn RS MM oTn kR nn anbwT omowo
o™PPWh 1m0 RN AT RWID OO0 30 RPN YA KT HR nwy
MINT MR IRYA RN ANRY 12w 1T KRNNRY 1R D NYT ’NNRY NPTY
Ana TN INPDTTY AN RPN AT NKRI VR DATTA RAR YUK NTap
PRI A0 WAnrAT INRY A PAI PR WER 727 ha R anbw

(.33 now)

There were two Ethiopians who held positions before Shlomo,
‘Elichoreph and Achiah sons of Shisha are scribes.” One day Shlomo saw
that the Angel of Death was looking sad. He said to him, ‘why are you so
down? He replied, ‘Because | am looking for these two Ethiopians who
are here.’ [Shlomo immediately had these men] sent to Mechuza to Luz.
[The Angel of Death] found them there and killed them. The next day,
[Shlomo] saw the Angel of Death looking all happy and said, ‘what’s
perking you up? So he said, “I tell you, I had this job to do, I had to kill
these guys but I couldn’t, unless they were at Mechuza of Luz and sure
enough, they were right there.” Immediately, Sholmo said, ‘A man’s feet
are his own guarantors; where it is he's supposed to be, that’s where they
lead him’

“A man’s feet are his own guarantors; where it is he’s supposed to be, that's where
they lead him.” And that's very much what happens here. The y'p of »a1 nwn is
actually recreated by the whole o>ms story in a way in which everyone could see.
Everything that was being done was being done with the precise opposite intent of
what it eventually achieves, with meticulous planning and with excellence in
execution. Nonetheless, it was achieving exactly what it was meant to achieve, just
as the sun rises the next morning. And this is what »a1 nwn originally intended to
define by the y'p. So, there really is a connection between the two.

We have spoken about the value of preparation. But now let's consider o>ms from
the point of view of the various protagonists of omas.  We have already identified
who they are in the x93 in Po5IN:

PN ANNA R 0 WA KRIT DAWA (30 WRIA) PN ATINa R own
9non IR (M:RD ©MaT) IR AI00 0 TN0R PYN nn (R TwKRND)
RPN AN M7 N (32:5 MAW) 03T IR M0N0 A DTN NON

(:05p ron) K27

Where, (on a meta-level), is there some reference to Moshe in the Torah?
As it says, ‘as he is flesh’ (which in numerology equals 120, the same as
Moshe's name). Where, (on a meta-level), is there some reference to
Haman in the Torah? As it says ‘from the tree...” (a pun on the name
Haman). Where, (on a meta-level), is there some reference to Esther in
the Torah? As it says ‘and | will surely hide..." (a pun on the name
Esther). Where, (on a meta-level), is there some reference to Mordechai
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in the Torah. As it says ‘flowing myrrh’ which in Aramaic is ‘flowing
myrrh,” (a pun on the name Mordechai).

Unbelievably, they included »an nwn, but the other protagonists, /mox 571 and
N, need to be examined as well. These are the people who we need to look at in
terms of understanding o>ma properly. We had some insights into »aa nwn, so we
will now turn our attention to yon.

The interesting thing is that when it comes to o> 9, it turns out, whenever we have
a concept, it seems that yon was there before us. Whatever it is that we're going to
achieve in terms of our understanding of the meaning of o> and its related issues,
it always turns out that yon understood it better than we did. We have already seen
this theme on some level. For instance, the first person in history to appreciate 737~
as a propitious month was yan. The first person to appreciate 77x as a time of nnpw
was yn. We didn't have a clue that »a nwn was related to o> but, yon did — this
was the reason he was nnw. And this is just the beginning of a long string of that
which the nYn calls 0 7ann. NN 790 implies that o> itself is a type of mirror
image. So that whatever is happening in terms of pony and the enemies of Yx v 3,
it is achieved subsequently in a way that is consistent with what Sxqw> »a is.

What this means is that we need to appreciate and actually understand the events
from the point of view of yon, of all people, because he is the one who sets it up and
is the one who will give us our insights. yn was drawn to o>»9 and specifically to
its relationship to wan nwn's death. And apparently he felt that it was because nwn
121 had died that it would be possible for p5ny to prevail over bxaw» 2. Now, as
we have discovered, »31 nwn had died because of his failure to communicate the Sp
9mn of the stone. And this inability to demonstrate the vmm Y relates directly to
yn, to this individual who is yomn, because he was someone who was set up, an
individual whose entire life was dedicated to a sense of planning, to being able to
achieve the destruction of Israel with his own rise to power — and despite that, every
last step of his plan turned out to be absolutely essential, but it was all Xy 790, it
was all used against him. And in that sense, he ends up discovering that he was
indeed working, but he was not the rider — he was the horse, he was putting out the
energy but there was someone else who was guiding him. We even found a hint to
this in the nYn in that yn walks in and insists on riding the horse that the king
rides.

So, on the surface, we have on the one hand yon, who thinks he can achieve his own
ends, and on the other end, we have Snyv> »a who believes that ultimately, God's
will is going to be achieved in the course of creation. Except, of course, it turns out
that yon is there ahead of us again. Because the truth is, that the biggest believers of
VI NNwN IS in fact pbny. Let's consider the whole meaning of the use of lots.
Why is he drawing lots?

M RO D AR A0 KW RIWD P77 KD RIT AR TAR DY UW°
MUY Y 0K RAPA TAYTD 2 Tayh KT rabrn Rranon 1H nR
(.3 153n) 0 TR 0P 15 0K 1337 373 R 7D NKR MmN
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Said Rava: There was no man who could calumniate so well as Haman.
He said to the king: Let them be destroyed. And he answered: | am afraid
of their God, lest he act toward me as toward others that did evil to Israel.
Then Haman replied: They no longer observe their God's
commandments. Then the king said: But there are among them rabbis,
who observe them. Then he rejoined: They are one people, all are the
same, no one observes.

It is obvious that yan took very seriously the whole concept of mvas nnawn and
whether God was going to protect the Jews or not, so it is ridiculous to suggest that
the difference between pony and the Jews is that one believes in mv1s nnawn while
the other doesn't. Because the truth is, it is the exact opposite. The ones who,
during o> 9, were quoting nvas nnawn all along, whether in terms of the M9, per se,
or in terms with the nnnw of 97~ or this discussion between yan and vy wnx, were
Pony, not Y v »a. Obviously, with the xn 79n9, this is not the case, but it totally
redefines what it is that the nyn 790 is telling us, if at the outset, we see a certain
commitment to n>v19 nNawn on behalf of Pony.

Let's look into this in a little more detail by reexamining the reason for »an nwn's
death. It wasn't that he struck a stone, because the first time at n2>m xwn, when
Pony originally appears, he does strike the stone and everything is fine. So there is
nothing wrong with hitting the stone, per se.?? But even more confounding, what is
the practical difference between the two actions — can't one learn from hitting a
stone which ends up doing the will of God that one must listen to the word of God?
We need to understand the difference between the hitting and the speaking, and
that clearly has nothing to do with the question of mvs nnawn. The main point,
then, seems to be, the difference between the need for nm»v1s nnywn or the direct
response of the stone. The difference between hitting and speaking is that hitting
suggests the need to impose one’s will on something. You are intractable; I am going
to bend you to make you do what | want. Speaking, on the other hand, implies that
the fact that this is my will is sufficient that this is the way it is going to be without
me exercising any interference whatsoever. This is the way | want it and that is
sufficient.

If this is the difference, then we get closer to the difference between pbny and
ox v, Because, consider for a moment that the source of every filthy thing in the
world is the belief in the need for mvs nmawn.  This is so because what it is saying
is that wherever God is not involved in the world and brining down his hand into the
world and changing things, that whole area is worthless. And in that area you deal
with real xm, real impurity and darkness. And that is what pbny set out to do and
take advantage of. When they went out to attack Y~2v» »3a, they did not go after
everyone, they went after the stragglers:

09I 1IYN PNW OROA NANA 12 MR - TINR YW 5
(n*:n2 o™aT ')

% Indeed, at the second time, it almost seems like a trap to tell him “Take your staff...”, because the
first time he was asked specifically to hit the rock!
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‘All of the weak ones on your tail-end.” The ones who were lacking
strength because of their own sins, since the cloud had spit them out.

They went after the people who were not under the purview of God. pbny says that
if you can get the bums, then you have won, because the idea isn't to prove who is
stronger. Of course God is stronger. What they want to achieve is the clear-cut
recognition that when God is busy doing something then it is worthless to interfere;
but where he isn’'t busy, where he isn't involved, then there is a place where people
can do as they please. And that's why it is important for yon to say, Tnx oy 9w, He
said, of course we know that if God protects the Jews then we have no chance — |
am not attempting to attack those people because | am a stern believer in God's
Y9 NNwN on the world. But, if | can find an area where God is not present, then
let's take advantage of it. Now's he mad at them, they are sleeping, »wv>, in mb).
Let's look to exploit this. The have started to build a pnna, but it has stopped. The
seventy years have passed and still no response. There are good grounds to believe
that God had forsaken the Jews. And this was exactly what was so great and pleasing
to yan. Identifying this idea of a place where God is not present indicated to yon
that the more one needs God to interfere in the course of events, the more he is
open to the attack of pony.

And therefore, the difference between hitting the rock and speaking to the rock is
critical to bringing home this crucial difference. It shows that it isn't necessary to
bang on things in order to make them work. That if God has created a world that is
the embodiment of His will and purpose, then you will be yomn just as yan was,
without His needing to interfere. And the more you try to work, the more everything
that you do will, ipso facto, be utilized in precisely the way it is supposed to be going.
And that was exactly the point of speaking to the rock. Says God, nwn, it isn't
necessary to bang on the rock, just speak to it. But the moment that they saw that
the rock needs to be banged on, then they lost the whole idea because then they say,
if God threatens us or punishes us or insists that he will do so, only then we'll do his
will; but, the crucial insight into the nature of reality as being the essence of
expressing God'’s being — that they didn't gain.?

We see, then, that no matter what one does, everything ends up working out
precisely the way things needed to work out. So that in speaking to a stone, you are
simply indicating that this is the direction, this is the will and everything is ok. And
to make this profound difference between people and objects is wrong, says bxyv» to
mn. You think that there isn't a distinction, that there is a difference between
stones and people and that only “things,” which are programmed, end up doing what
they have to do because the program forces them. But that's a mistake. Programs
don't force you. The idea over here is that Creation determines the nature of
existence, that it is going to work out this way. So x> says to yon, there is
nowhere that you will find yyn >vb9), there is no place that there is something that is
not part of what needs to be taken into consideration. So you are wasting your time
in trying to outwit it.

2 Consider Isaac Asimov's Foundation series, where this whole idea in terms of psycho-history, that
one can look back and figure out that there was no possible way things could have been any other way,
is illustrated so well.
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This seems to be the way how o> brings out the amm Yp of a1 nwn. Consider
the following analogy to illustrate this better. A line of children are waiting to get a
vaccination. They all have to get the vaccination. Some children tense up while
others accept their fate. So it is announced to the children that everyone, no matter
what, will get the vaccination. There is no escaping it. But the ones who fight it will
be painfully injected while the others who accept it will get a candy. So that how the
child is treated — that's up to him — but nothing is going to change about him
receiving a vaccination. And that is what the amm 5p is trying to bring out.
Nothing is going to change. In precisely the same way that stone is going to bring
out water, you will think that you are having your way in the world, but in the end,
your life is going to work out in the same way as the fate of the stone. And that's
what we see from yon. So we see he is the ultimate y>mn, that everything he is
doing is actual, pure existential nnawn — reality of the will of God.

Now the question is, was yn ahead of us on this too? He most certainly was
because what he was looking for was ma. He wanted lots. Why would he want
these? What do these have to do with anything? To understand where he comes
from and what it is that he was looking for, let's use Carl Jung's analysis of
coincidental events — what he called synchronicity, the temporally coincident
occurrences of acausal events. Put plainly, synchronicity is the experience of two or
more occurrences (beyond coincidentally) in a manner that is logically meaningful —
but inexplicable — to the person or persons experiencing them. It differs from mere
coincidence in that synchronicity implies not just a happenstance, but an underlying
pattern or dynamic that is being expressed through meaningful relationships or
events. So perhaps, this is what yn was interested in. He didn't want specific
information; but, he said, I am not naive enough to fight against the general
tendencies of the world, so my 7nx oy »w> argument is for people like vinywnx but
for me, | will use a lottery. Let's see the way things are proceeding in life and if it
looks like a good idea then we'll do it. Therefore, when things came out in 775, he
said that's great, this is a great time to wipe out the Jews because »21 nwn also died
during the month — synchronicity.

e
anox — myrtles and mysns

Let's turn our attention now to anox. Now the truth is, already in o>19, the first
appearance of pony versus Yisrael, there is already a 7 to ©>19 129, because it says
there, 792 yi121 nxv ana.* So the xm explains® that this is a 1 to Inox.

“ v mnw

% See:

P20 WYY NINYN IR DNIP DY INDY IMINTY MYAP : DMIOND INON DND NINOY : DTN 92 IRV 27 NN

NN XAN 29 PN 137 XN 27 29 DI YT 1I91D DI 2T HY MIN NN 13D : ONY NNYY .MNIND

T ONIND  OMIONY INON ONY INDY : 1 229 MY PN 139 2NTN XNIT ORD 2D U TN 70 719102

(v MNY) NN N RIPH IV INNDY TY .0 KDY DOV ,DOWOY T YNNI 89N (273 YHwn): nh INHY

2INOW NN - 19D, DN NINOY NN - PIIT,NNN MVYNI IND NIV NN - NINT AN ,79D2 PIOT NNT AND

195727 ,0°8232 DINDY NN - 19D ,NNN MYNI NIV NN - PIOT,IND DINDY NN - NNT AN :ININD .NDMNI

N - 9902 ,0OX>2)2 2INOY NI - PIIT,NNN MVN) IR 2INOY N3 - INT AN : IDIN SYTIND ITYIN 127 .Y¥ind
(.3 N2210) NHIN1 INOY
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Apparently, then, at that moment where o>1an first arrives, there is already a v to
anox. Indeed, there is even a more direct relationship. The 45t here is also a
reference to our mxn of pony 99t nx AN So, it would appear that the issue of
memory and permanence has something to do with the very basis of what p5ny did.
In other words, in the same way that we found that o9 will never be forgotten”’ —
the v153 will never disappear — it can't be coincidental that we also have a msn of
7153 specifically in that issue of oo, or that the way oma is remembered is
through a 7902 o, So that there must be something essential about the
connection between nvoy and that which pbny did and that all somehow relates to
Jnon as well. As if to say, that part of the fashion by which we destroy pbny is in
fact the act of n>o1 itself and that “nox somehow engaged in this act.

Might there be some connection between this and the yoapy wm»p we discussed
above? In the nbap of a7vin, there is something special about N3, After all, the
essence of a7vn is that you must remember it, that's what ns bya means. Even the
nxm of Pony Aot is 1o Yya — you must speak it out.?® In fact, very central things
having to do with memory are discussed in N9 noon. Traxmn was forgotten, onIn
was forgotten, oyrn 9o-N> DI9N. S0, memory per se has something to do with
oM. Which is striking, because this time was the only time that we ended up
writing a book of ansaw . It's weird in that we turned something that was a msn
of n oy into something that was written down. But maybe in that there is another,
deeper relationship to o>m95n oy, because that was the day when the second mnb
were given.”® And the minb have everything to do with nnow. For example, one has
to continue to give 12> to a ypy because the mno and mnY »aw were both placed in
the % This may not seem relevant, but as says in Pavy, nnon Sy mn, if the
nm> were not broken, there would never be any forgetting:

man (10 :35 mnw) 20027 Rka ([1HR] :07wa nTon) (THR) 127 R
Sxrawn nmin ananws 8 mnwran nimb manws K Hnhr - nnbn by
OR DN NRIW A3 DOOW WD MR 52 PR PR 2py’ 72 KRAR 1

(T3 pary) mn RDR N0 PN

And R. Elazar said: Why is it written ‘hewn on the tablets? Had the first
set of tablets not been destroyed, the Torah would not be forgotten by

% The nxw of 79 Nigy TWx NN 7193 Pony is a special mxn. 1t does not mean that we should remember
to do mnn. Rather, if you see the msn as discussed by 0”ann, he discusses the m>nn before even
discussing the 71o3:

MNIY |, TPRN PYNY NYYY NN NIY (V2= ND DMIAT) CPYHNY 99T IR INHNT NIV ,PINY DY WIT MIOND
(0-NAP ,NNINNN 19D) (2: 1D DI2T) "PYNY T2 NYY IWR NN N

03 is a special mxn — we are to remember what it is that pony did. This is unusual, because there is
a certain level of paradox in the msn, as we'll see later on. We are supposed to be pbny 157 nx nnnn,
wipe out the memory of pony. And then the nn tells us remember pony. If we didn't remember
them, there would be no need to wipe them out.

7 oy2an -89 079N

B n9m

% See note 8 above.

30
See:
Y195 P72 I, DTN TN XIPN DIV NAND DY 19PNPYIN IPHWUN : 11220 MY 12 YW1 727 1D IINTD
TMIMY : IPIINT NHONINR NHNK ITINON NOVYY JPTA N ; PTNN DX DINYOY TY : IMIN NTIN? 227 ; PNT ; N
(: 1 MOI2) . PINT MM NMMD W)
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Yisrael. R. Acha b. Yaakov said: it means that no nation or peoples could
rule over them, as it says ‘hewn’ which should be read as ‘free’ (a pun on
the word hewn) not ‘hewn.’

nnov, then, comes with breaking of nmy.*

The whole issue of pony’'s coming (as said, Y02 nVov NWH NMIx 95 Pr if not for that
breaking) is related to the breaking of the nmb>. There is a 8NN w7 that explains
why the nmb were broken. The first time that the n7yn was given, it was done so
publicly, with fanfare. But the second time, after the nmb were broken, the n7n
was given only to »a1 nwn privately, my»xa:

IRIY 1AW PIA PY DN Y T20E5 anaa unIw Sy MWKl mmon
D TR WA 7oA (R A7) TARIW MYERA 0 090 79 PR A7apn DR
D Owna (RWM) RMMIN wATA) N3 PIvm TON NAANT Lawn Wy DR

(RS 10 RwN

The first set of tablets, because they were presented publicly, an evil eye
rested on them and they were broken. Here (at the giving of the second
set) the Holy One, blessed is he, said to [Moshe] there is nothing better
than modesty, ‘what does God expect from you? Only to do justly, to love
mercy, and to walk modestly.’

Now it so happens that the paradigm of my»¥ occurs on o9 — 9noN. The essence
of my»x is embodied in Anox, and that she is the culmination of generations of
selective breeding for my»x.

12 7PNW MPTIR 0w DIRW NIRRT AN SN2 03 nnw myn 1owa
(:x 7573n) INOK 1NN NRY 1T HiRwa

As a reward for the modesty demonstrated by Rachel, she merited having
Shaul as a descendent; as a reward for the modesty demonstrated by
Shaul, he merited having Esther as a descendent.

% And this is not just for nmn. The waTn says the breaking of nmb introduced mortality into the
world, and the 9”nx>. And, as it explains in payy, no one would have ruled over us. So forgetting has
a lot to do with death. Forgetting leaves us partially alive because we don't have a complete
relationship with what it is we are. If 9”0y and nnn 190 and nnow is V9w over us, then we're not
completely there. Those things which ought to live on don't — loss of memory is a small death. So
nnow here doesn't mean you won't have good memories, it's a totally different relationship to memory
overall. It means that we no longer view our lives as being completely alive. The moments of our
lives can disappear into a black hole as if they never were. That is a small death. This may have
something to do with the fact that breaking of the mnb are associated with pony. And this might be
because when YN 555 came to be Yapn the nm, they left o>1ay and came to »o. In any event,
the point clearly is that if it hadn't been for the destruction of the minb, there would have been no way
that pony could be V9w over us ever again, as the x7ma in Paay showed — 102 NOVLIVY NWN NPIN 93 PN.
Another consideration are the o»7y that allowed Snv> 555 to be vow over every nation that came.
The wy7n says that the o>y were swords that enabled them to always destroy enemies. ©M mwx)
TN YTV WINXY ,pony. This is the only other time that we see this yw5 of »1y. 7ax »17y — they are
destroyed by o»7y. Which has the double hint of being the acronym for y1> 857 1yl
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What we're talking about here is a woman who represents the height of a whole idea
of my»y, which begins with the nnnn ox — 909, and reaches its height with anox.
Now, if the thing that went wrong with the mnb is the fact that they were given xow
mynxa, and that the only way we can have o»w mnb is through my»ny, then it
would seem that "nox actually makes it possible to have a n7n where we will still
forget, a N7 which demands a completely different relationship to s7vn. Our
relationship to o»w mnb is different than that with the first mn5. Originally, the
77N was essentially our own meeting with 'n, and a continuous revelation with nwn
1. The o»w nmbo meant that first of all, we did not meet 'n, he didn't speak
directly to us and second, we don’'t remember it, we learn it and forget it. And it
demands not a continuous revelation but a connection to ns byaw n7n and where
we need understand things on our own.

anox is profoundly connected to ides of my»s. First of all, her name implies my»x.
There is a npwnn in the ) as to what her name really was, anox or noTn. |If
noTn was her name, then she was called "nox, from the root "no, meaning hidden,
because she constantly hid herself and her origins. If her real name was anox, she
was called noTn because she is like the o>p>18 who are o¥o1nn Pa, amongst the
myrtyles. But the thing that is unique and important about the o7n, so important
that if it doesn’t have this particular quality it is not kosher for m>o, is that its leaves
have to completely cover the \y. That is, it has to be something which is totally
covered so that the stem is not exposed. So her name already implies a sense of
my»s and non.

But this is also expressed in everything that she did. She refused to say who she was.
And as the xn» explains it, this made vywnx agitated. So »>7n suggested to him
that he have a second pageant and select another woman, which should get anox to
talk. But this was to no avail — she still refused to say who she was. And he gives
presents and a tax break in her honor, and she still refuses to say who she was. Even
when she initially came out see the king, 127 nwpa N9, she didn't ask for anything.
She is the essence of my»y. The woman who is so central to this story, then, has
everything to do with the concept of ot and nnow. The nnow which comes
because of the loss of my»y at the time of the mywxay mnb is somehow made up for
by an anox who is very yns. Yet she is the one that turned this 753 into 77N
anoav, because the omon didn't even want to write it down. She insisted that the
story be written down forever:

MO IMArTh Mmpap :onanh anok onh Andw AT 12 HRINY 17 R
5 MR 72102 930 oaY Anbw mka A% by namyn DR aRIp b
9123 300 RIAN 37 AP 37 KR1IN 2 27 .08 TR 12505 onn AT
TnoR oY ANSW gAY 227 SrYm pnr v ahn KA ORA 2 52 TIn a0
,0wHw 15 *nana 85 (2 :272 Hwn) 15 Y LT Man onand
ana (77 MRWY) A10N3 2100 RIPA 1D IRRAY TY .0Wan 8Y owhw
2IN2OW 1A - PAAT,ATIN AIWAA1 IRD 2IN2W A7 - ONT 202 ,9802 03T Nt
11727 ,IR2 2IN2W 1A - NNT 20D RIND .AA3 2IN2W AR - 9503 ,0°R"7Aa
17 YW 37 12T ,O°NAI3 2IN2W AN - 9803 ,ATN MIwna Now an -
A7 - N2 L,ATIN MW IR 2IN0W A - ORT 20D MK OPTINGg YHN

(.1 n5an) nHRa IINOW AN - 9503 ,0°R'1AI2 1IN0V
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Said R. Shmuale b. Yehudah: Esther sent to the sages — ‘Establish me for
the generations!” They replied to her, ‘You are going to engender a
certain amount of jealousy amongst the nations.” She retorted, ‘I'm
already written about in the Persian and Median history books.” Rav, R.
Chanina, R. Yochanan and R. Chanina from Tanu, (throughout the
Order of Mo'ed when referring to this group, change R. Yochanan to R.
Yonatan) said Esther said to the sages, ‘Write me up for the ages!’ They
responded to her, ‘have | not written about you as a trilogy? A trilogy
and not four parts. (This was their contention until) they identified a
passage written in the Torah, ‘Write this as a memory in a book’ ‘Write
this’ refers to this and that which is written in Deuteronomy, ‘a memory’
refers to that which is written in the prophets and ‘in a book’ refers to the
Megillah. Like the Tanaitic argument, ‘Write this’ refers to that which
is written here, ‘a memory’ refers tot hat which is written in Deuteronomy
and ‘in a book’ refers to that which is written in the Prophets. These are
the words of R. Yehoshua. R. Elazar the Modainite says, ‘Write this’
refers to this and that which is written in Deuteronomy, ‘a memory’ refers
to that which is written in the prophets and ‘in a book’ refers to the
Megillah.

Even more so, nmox was 0 nxwyn, she comported herself with a natural
ingenuousness and amiability. As the gemara teaches, anyone who met 9nox was
convinced that she was the girl next door. What this implies is a tremendous
amount of flowing with whomever she meets. Everyone believes 1nox is whatever
he wants her to be, and that's what she becomes. Even more so, with respect to
wvMWNN, at times he perceived her as an experienced woman and at others an
innocent maiden:

TnR .MINan Yan e Tom N KRWM 0'WwIn 920 TNoR DR THnn 2n8n
(.» 153n) .opo - AMYa oYL oYL - AYINa oYL owvh wpha o

‘And the king loved Esther more than any of the other woman and she
carried a certain favor and kindness over the other virgins.” Said Rav:
When he wanted to have the [sexual] experience of a virgin, he did;
when he wanted the [sexual] experience of an experienced woman, he
did.

Basically she was whatever wymwnx imagined her to be. She was malleable —
became what anyone wanted her to be. She had a total lack of assertiveness and
simply became whatever her environment demanded of her.

Moreover, it is significant that it is particularly a woman who comes to undo the
damage of the nnow that is caused by p5ny. This is curious because if the mxn is
for memory, 7o, then it is odd that a napy who accomplishes that. For there seems
to be an important but mysterious connection between 9i53 and 153, as the x70)
relates:

DY - HYT I RNWAW L0 KD PUTT 1AmA NR KRYTININ AT 30
TV ORI 571 ARy DW aw DwIn nww o (10 X 'R omhn) 2o
PO NTAY RAPY RA D AR ,TTT ARY ROKR D ,01TR 721 93 MMon
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DR P 91 IR KD R PHAY 901 DR AnRn N7, NR
91 H AR PR IR P AR, 5w DR LIPR 01 RIR
(.82 X7na R322)

R. Dimi from Nehardea on the other hand said that we appoint the one
who goes slowly but makes no mistakes, for once a mistake is implanted
it cannot be eradicated. This can be shown from the Scripture. It is
written, For Joab and all Israel remained there until he had cut off every
male in Edom. When Joab came before David, the latter said to him:
Why have you acted thus [i.e. killed only the males]? He replied:
Because it is written, Thou shalt blot out the males [zekar] of Amalek.
Said David: But we read, the remembrance [zeker] of Amalek? He
replied: | was taught to read zekar. He [Joab] then went to his teacher
and asked: How didst thou teach me to read? He replied: Zeker.

It certainly seems that they are related on some level. And the reason this is
particularly significant is because pony were the definitive male chauvinists. In
D27, we are provided with insight as to how pbny interacts and conducts its
warfare, and »7wn gives three interpretations regarding these actions, all having
something to do with maleness:

23 7772 TP WK DMIRAN DINREA 7772 PYAY 1Y AW WK NR NIt
TAOR 1IN TN DTOR R KDY P 9w AR TN 0Hwnan 9o T3
nR Annn Anwah aHma 15 1N 7AOR 0 WK PARa 2300 TR San 1o

(0 -1 12 ©AT) NAwn KRS OAWA DNNR PYRY O

Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you came forth out of
Egypt; how he happened upon you on the way, and smote the hindmost
of you, all that were enfeebled in thy rear, when you were faint and
weary; and he feared not God. Therefore it shall be, when the Lord your
God has given you rest from all of your enemies around you, in the land
which the Lord your God gives you for an inheritance to possess it, that
you shall wipe out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; you
shalt not forget.

2"

PR WY - 7172 TP R

12T 20WN3 IRALA AW ,ARMIVY NP WY INR 737

DR MAIRA 52 PR ,TIMDIA TYWOM TR L0V MR WY R 03T
PRY NNOM "0ankh Swn .omnRS o1pn AR S Rnm A 821 003 onbnb
n Hy ar b T pap AR HYa 13 KA ,n2in0a 1Y A a Ha
:0MIAR 182 MK 1PN,

;YN a5 pam b n TN, a3 Non - 73 23

»p — NNMILY, male seminal emission.

751 20wn — male oriented, even in terms of their homosexual relationships.

2% non — “tales”, the literal meaning of the Latin penis. “Cut m>» and threw them
to heavens.”
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Everything pony does® is associated with maleness. So it is somewhat ironic that
ultimately, it is a napy who pays them back.® All of this indicates some kind of 753
association.

Also related to this is the nature of the entire story, which, to a great extent, revolves
around the degradation of women. First, this business of yan who sends out these
letters that say that the man should be the master of the home.* But even more so
are the actions and attitudes of vy wnx:

R27 90K RIANA 735 20 KD KROWA TP 10K P12 7500 25 2100 prawn ora
mMnawn ™MaTa 0773 Py nnn P YR SR ' naw phawn o
121 han aTa ROR P mnn pR Pt pOoowrw ohwwn mnik Har
MIRI N1PDIa AR 1HHAT MR NPT IR 195 Ywn MR YW InTiyoa
T RHR '07a KDY TR KD IR 12 WANWA IRY D2 WIMWNR OO 0K

(:20 75an)

‘On the seventh day when the king's heart was glad with wine..." only at
this point was he drunk with wine? Said Rava, the seventh day was
Shabbat, when all of Israel eat, drink, engage in words of Torah and
praise. The other nations, however, though they eat and drink, they only
engage in frivolous words and so was the [feast] for that particular wicked
man. These would say the Maddai women are the prettiest, and these
would say the Persian women are the prettiest until Achashveirosh got up
and said the vessel I fool around with is neither a Maddain or Persian,
but a Casdian and she is the finest!

wvwnx dreams of having a person who is a »»5, a vessel for his use, and nox
played this role.®

%2 Consider again the x93 in p»n. yn comes from xyn yn. This is a weird location to find yon, but
the implication is that yon himself has something to do with the roots of all of our problems because
he goes all the way back to our eating of the fruit from the nyTn xy. Now, you'll notice there is a very
curious parallel to the elements of the story of o> to the story of yty . First of all, women play a
central role in both, particularly naked women. Wine is a factor at the party of vyv1ywnx and the fruit
of the tree was a grape. Then, there is the curious connections relating to clothing. Clothing plays a
continuous part as well. anox’'s clothes, all the women'’s outfits, a7 's clothes, wearing the kings
clothes and back in yty y3, the lack of clothes is an issue they were naked and not ashamed. So let's
examine this relationship further. Originally, in y7y 13, a lot of the problems come about because of
what a woman did that eventually destroyed that world. Now consider the incredible stress of women
from beginning to end in oM. From >nw», the beauty pageants to «nox. So that we have a pattern
of coming from xyn yon — y1¥ 1 — and everything that comes out of the actions of one woman to a y/pn
that comes about through a woman. Finally, the snake’s sin is identified as yan v and the xan
indicates that no one spoke yon as harshly as yon, so we see that these issues are curiously
interrelated, particularly the dynamic of maleness vs. femaleness.
% Note the further irony in how Sxinw eventually kills ax:
TOVYY DVWI 19 IR ,(170 N ININY) THR DOWIN YIWN /157 T3 J2IN DIV NYOYW IWUNI IDD NN PN )
(D19Y YON) XN2T NNPIDI) .NNNY DPWI NN 2WIN) DMN DIDN [N1NW] PRNMONY) T2 OTIWY 0 DI8NI HNIWH
(5N oY X7 07T 2 DY
% n ) says people laughed and said, if he needs to send a letter, apparently he has own difficulties at
home.
% This is why 1mox was so scared to go in and make a request, because if she did so, then she would
have been seen as manipulative all along. It wasn't just some sort of fairy tale like scene of “oh no, I'm
scared to go to the king!”
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So, in terms of male/female stereotypes, we can possibly say that pony is very male,
very q5%v oriented, like the rider of the horse, taking an aggressive stand, trying to
move history into the direction they want, to get to go the way they want — this is a
very male trait. And on the other hand, we can say that aymox in her my»y is very
nap) oriented, she allows things to flow and is unagressive.

The only problem with this characterization, of course, is that the whole end of the
story is the exact opposite. anox, who went out of her way to look so dependent on
people, so dependent on »>77n that he had to nurse her,* so dependent on vymwnK,
she did a complete turn around. Little by little she becomes more aggressive. She
tells »>7n that x> 955 need to fast. »>7 0 pleads that nos is in the way. She says,
never mind just listen. Then she tells vy1wnx what she wants. Then she argues
with the o>non that she wants the story to be written.” She does everything. She
has all of Sxw> Y95 fasting for her — not that they be saved, but for her ("5y ).
This is not the anox from the beginning. So, it seems that to understand her my»x
and her victory in terms of my»y as “unassertive” is completely wrong. There is also
another problem to assume that the idea of o9 is to be unassertive and to not be
aggressive, then we would have been left with the impossible situation: because one
of the difficulties of the y'p of »a1 nwn is that you can ask yourself what is the point
of doing anything. That is, if everything is supposed to work out and everything is
programmed, then what is the significance of human action? Why bother? Just be
careful not to go to o»ny and get 2”my and that's it. But Purim insisted that the
opposite was true, and that she needed to act! It's not that ymox was willing to go
along with things and it didn't matter, because then o> would mean the exact
opposite of what it is supposed to mean.

In fact, we need to reorganize our thinking to understand what my»x really is.

12 AW PR 79w IRW Mann KRYY A0 Sn0a na onw myng 9owa
MWRIZ) 2027 HANa 03 A0 mMPRR ORDT 00K 1A DR 121 iRwa
MAR 12 8O RIN AR MR DRI AR MR 2 Hmh apy T (2 103
KD RIT ARNT RAR A PR Y 90K D RI0IA 1Y 0K KOR RIT AR
»30h PEY MW M1 Y AARR MIRATA RIR YRR 7D AR Y O
anR Hann wppy oy 9ann 021 op (12 :32 2 5%nY) PR AH NR KRNPRna
Anpn *H 2010 KD RPN RWWRT ROAR Y 1R 9 790K ROPAT RAT O
"1 IR0 RONKR KOOI ROWA 7IAR K'Y KON "2 00 7Y 0N
ROWA YT SHan ARD RN I Tpaa A (A2 02 MPWRNA) 2007 U
ROWA TV YT M0 KD ARSY H1n nonw o Tinn 8HR R ARD IRD

(:x 153n) nann KRN ANt 7amah

...What example do we have of Rachel's modesty? ...[When Yaakov
proposed to Rachel she warned him of her father's deceit.] About what
will he attempt to cheat me?” asked Yaakov? ‘I have an older sister’ she
answered, “and he will not marry me off before her.” Yaakov provided her
with passwords to ensure her identity. When the wedding night arrived

% 47N NN N N
%" See note 25 above.
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[and Leah was substituted for Rachel], Rachel exclaimed that, ‘now my
sister will be shamed!” So she gave over the passwords to Leah...

What do the o0 have to do with the my»as? Explains »7wA that the giving over
the signs was the my»y. Because if she hadn't given over the o»»oo, then everyone
would have found out that apy> gave 5nn the oo, So, it was an expression of
my»y because she did not want it public knowledge that apy> had given her
passwords. What this is saying is that my»s is related to exposure — 5n did not
want her intimate relationship exposed. Not because she was embarrassed by it, but
because it's too meaningful to be exposed. Just like when we have something
important that we care about. We don't discuss it in public because if there are
those who won't appreciate it, then it cheapens it if we were to share. The idea of
my»x is the sensitivity to the specific and personal, the sense of vulnerability of
things that mean a lot to us. my»x, then, is the notion of not sharing those things
that are especially yours, especially unique, except to people who especially care.

Indeed, this may have to do with the way anox manipulates things for »>7vn. Inox
is the person we celebrate for doing all these things for Yxaw> 555, Yet when 570
tells her to act, she tells him that she’s worried. But what does »>71 say to her? He
essentially tells her what she wants him to say. What she explains to him is that if he
thinks that survival of Yisrael depends on her success to succeed to go into the king,
then she can’t do it for him. She must hear from »>791 that he and YNw»> 595 accept
that she isn't needed! NN DYpHRN DTIMD Ty NOXM MY — we don't need you and
that is why you should go. y1v >m. Who knows, maybe this was the whole point of
you becoming the queen in the first place. What does this mean? If he’s saying this
is your mission in life and that's why 'n put you here to save bYnyw> 995, then that's
what he should have said. Why does he say that things will work out just fine
without you, that anx D1pnn DXMND Ty NHNM NNI? Because he is explaining to
her the idea of yTaxn pax »may nx.  In other words, she could tell him, »>79n, if you
truly believe n»9, then let someone else do it, let yon just get a heart attack or be
crushed by a falling piano. Why are you telling me ytaxn if I don't go in? What
»>7n is telling her is that this whole thing is crazy when you think about it, unless
this is a moment designed especially for you. Everything has conspired to give you a
personal opportunity to act in a particular situation. And if you don't act and seize
that opportunity, then you're destroying yourself. So that means your whole sense of
my»y, your whole unwillingness to be exposed except at the moment, for the instant,
and for that relationship that demands exposure — this is that instant. There is a
moment that it is all for. And in these words, we touch upon the difference between
maleness and femaleness.

The primary difference between male and female with respect to the mode of
reproduction is in the very meaning of the words — naps. 95w Oy Napy — be yap it.
n2 means daughter. It's the name of a measurement and it means to stay over in one
place. The difference between a male and female is that a male takes chances with
reproduction. He doesn't have a particular cell that will reproduce. He takes
chances with millions of possible cells that could reproduce, whereas a nap is y1ap,
there’s precisely that particular ovum or ova that may now be fertilized. The 53, by
definition, engages in wastefulness. As a matter of fact, the 7772 79, the word »p,
which is used for wasted semen, is also based on the word, as »w~ says, mp» ,
which means “chance,” because all of male reproduction is based on chance and
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wastefulness. anox’'s my»y is the idea that there is an instant and a point in which
things make sense. The whole idea of the pbny approach to things is what's the
difference, things are napn. Things aren't meant to make sense, things work out, if
they do, they do; if they don't, they don't — it's a world of chance. In that sense, the
whole pony approach is different. As >»wn also says, 77p is a w9 of 4p, cold, that
there is a coldness in a world that doesn't care. When things don't make any
difference in how it is they occur. This idea of npn is very much the opposite of
my»s.  When things matter and they are particularly mine, they demand the
protection of my»ny for they are unique and precious. When they don't make any
difference anyway, and wastage is of no meaning, then they are »p, napn, xnv.

oyva — the world’'s greatest expert in n9pn

Now it happens to be that in this idea, pony is helped by the world's greatest expert
in Mpn — oyoa. The waTn says that pony went to oyba who asked what it is they
should do about Yxw> Y55, oyba discovered that God acts arbitrarily.
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R. Yochanan further said in the name of R. Yosi: How do you know that
we must not try to placate a man in the time of his anger? For it is
written: My face will go and | will give thee rest. The Holy One, blessed
be He, said to Moshe: Wait until my countenance of wrath passes away
and then | shall give you rest. But is anger then a mood of the Holy One,
blessed be He? — Yes. For it has been taught: A God that has
indignation every day. And how long does this indignation last? One
moment. And how long is one moment? One fifty-eight thousand eight
hundred and eighty-eighth part of an hour. And no creature has ever
been able to fix precisely this moment except the wicked Balaam, of
whom it is written: He knows the knowledge of the Most High. Now, he
did not even know the mind of his animal; how then could he know the
mind of the Most High? The meaning is, therefore, only that he knew
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how to fix precisely this moment in which the Holy One, blessed be He,
is angry. And this is just what the prophet said to Israel: O my people,
remember now what Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam the
son of Beor answered him ... that you may know the righteous acts of the
Lord. What means "That ye may know the righteous acts of the Lord"?
— R. Eleazar says: The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Israel: See now,
how many righteous acts | performed for you in not being angry in the
days of the wicked Balaam. For had | been angry, not one remnant
would have been left of the enemies of Israel. And this too is the
meaning of what Balaam said to Balak: How shall I curse, whom God
hath not cursed? And how shall | execrate, whom the Lord hath not
execrated? This teaches us that He was not angry all these days. And
how long does His anger last? One moment. And how long is one
moment? R. Abin (some say R. Abina) says: As long as it takes to say
Rega'. And how do you know that He is angry one moment? For it is
said: For His anger is but for a moment [rega'], His favor is for a lifetime.
Or if you prefer you may infer it from the following verse: Hide thyself for
a little moment until the indignation be overpast.

oyya found that there are certain moments when 'n gets angry for no reason
whatsoever, “just because.” And oy>a could hone in on and sense these moments
and exploit them to get 'n to do as he wished. So he waited until such a moment
and cursed, and got /n to do as he desired. So the n7n says that oyba becomes ownw
v, he becomes blinded. Now why is this so?
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R. Abbahu also gave this exposition: What is the implication of the text,
‘Who has counted the dust of Jacob, or numbered the stock of Israel?’ It
teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, sits and counts the semen of
Israel. "When [He wonders] will appear the drop from which a righteous
man could be fashioned'? Moreover, it is for this reason that the eye of
the wicked Balaam was blinded. He said, "Would He who is pure and
holy and whose ministers are pure and holy look upon such a thing?" His
eye was forthwith blinded, for it is written, And the saying of the man
whose eye is closed. This is in line with what R. Yochanan stated: What
is the implication of the text, And he lay with her in that night? It
teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, assisted in that matter. For it
is said, Issachar is a large-boned ass; it is the ass that has caused the birth
of Issachar.
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Because the n ) explains, oyba was told that n sits and waits, as it says 99y 7
SN YA NN 190M APy, 0 Sits and counts the sperm of Yxaw> because he's
interested in knowing who the 78 is. So oyva wonders, someone who is so holy
and pure should he be involved in such things? Immediately he became blind!
Clearly, what we have over here is a description of a world based on napn. That
unless /n goes out of his way to make things work, they don't work and those
meaningless moments can be taken advantage of. The whole idea of o> and the
whole idea of y'p, is that 'n does not “go out of His way” to make anything work —
God created a world that works. And that in the same way the sun comes up, you
are going to do what precisely needs to be done as well. Now this means that there
is in fact nvpn in the world but it doesn't make it less, it makes it more....

e

With this introduction of the central players and concepts of Purim, we conclude
Part One of these Purim SpiralNotes. To be continued...

' Megilla, 1a
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