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a. he arranges here for the death of 'nw1 to allow free field

b. he arranges for the abolishment of the judicial balance
c. arranges to be the only one important enough to be invited with the king
d. he was the one who made sure that *2791 was not rewarded.

e. he prepared the nng ownn mas yy



TnoR nHun

f. he sent the letters which could not be returned — only reinterpreted

And what happens to him!? He is destroyed by each point, made more dangerous to
him through his very manipulation, arouses suspicion confirmed when he says ana inuw

WK DY madn in answer to wRH mwyb nn.

The incredible confluence of mmpn and Ma together with "2

Whatever is missing, is missing only so that you can be the one to fill it!

17AKRN T'AK "1 DX = INKR DIpAN oI Ty noem N

To phny, success is measured by accomplishment, by taking advantage of a situation: 7 pn

To Y87, success is measured by significance, by making use of an opportunity: 1'13m
1AM responding

Preparation enables response to opportunity

The joining of napn to jar

mony solves problems, Yisrael achieves the solutions for which the problems exist

We now see the broader theme of miracles and the end of miracles

Of self organization, originally a personal issue in the psyche of wymwny, then a geopolitical

issue in the self-organization of the ma%n, then an insight into language,
deconstructionism and phny, and at last a true description of the =a of o™ itself

A definition of a new wTpn n'a without miracles
And a new 1983 of a vast sophistication that would recreate Yisrael and would be fully
appreciated only after the passage of thousands of years
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avTiypago (antigrapho)

We now see the broader theme of miracles and the end of miracles

Of self organization, originally a personal issue in the psyche of wiwng, then a geopolitical
issue in the self-organization of the ma%n, then an insight into language,
deconstructionism and phny, and at last a true description of the ™ of o3 itself

A definition of a new wTpn n'a without miracles

And a new 1983 of a vast sophistication that would recreate Yisrael and would be fully
appreciated only after the passage of thousands of years

The Male Yosef vs. the Female Esther: passivity and activity

Daniel personal relationship to Nevuchadnezar is problem: no dynastic name
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name: Dr Colin Naturman

country: Cape Town, South Africa

subject: Esther

content: I listened with great interest to your episode with Stephen Rosenberg but I have to
disagree with his views. I started writing a few points on the subject but is has turned into a
whole megillah. I hope you enjoy reading it as much as I enjoyed writing it :) I have to
disagree with Stephen Rosenberg's conclusions regarding the historical context of the book
of Esther and the identity of Achashverosh. Firstly, the equation of Achashverosh with
Xerxes I is contraty to recorded tradition and is instead a product of the late 19th century's
"modernist" know-it-all attitude amongst secular scholars which typically rejects tradition for
alternative fabricated explanations based on the notion that modern man is so much more
clever and knows so much more than what traditional sources recorded. The recorded
tradition is that Achashverosh is Artaxerxes II Mnemom. We know this because when the
Megillah was translated into Greek and expanded upon to produce the Greek Esther
included in the Septuagint, Ahasuerus is called Artaxerxes in Greek, not Xerxes. More
precisely he is identified as "Artaxerxes the Great" and "Artaxerxes - this Artaxerxes
controlled 127 lands from India", in other words the king we know as Artaxerxes II. That
this description is indeed Artaxerxes 11 and not I or III say, was well understand in antiquity
as the Christian historian John of Ephesus records explicitly that Artaxerxes II was the king
in the book of Esther. John's writings do not survive to modern times but his identification
of the king is preserved by Bar-Hebraeus who cited John in this regard. Additionally in the
account of Purim given by Josephus who wrote from the perspective of a secular historian,
the king is also called Artaxerxes even though his account is not based on the Greek version
of the Book of Esther but instead on the Hebrew version and the accompanying body of
oral tradition surrounding the events some of which were also recorded in the Greek Esther.
Josephus' account of the genealogy of the Persian kings is somewhat confused but he
nevertheless presents this Artaxerxes as coming to power after the events of Ezra and
Nehemiah which again implies that it is Artaxerxes II that we are dealing with not Artaxerxes
I and certainly not Xerxes I. The Persian historian Al-Tabari also recorded tradition
independent of Jewish and Christian sources that the events relating to Queen Esther
(known as Asturya in Persia) had occurred during the reign of Artaxerxes I1. However, Al-
Tabari tried to amalgamate the Persian and Jewish accounts and was confused by the very
different name Achashverosh used for the king by the Jews and wrongly assumed that this
was the Achashverosh who had been the ally of Nebuchadnezzer (mentioned in the book of
Tobit). He thus confuses the historical period of Artaxerxes II with that of Nebuchadnezzer
and thus believed Esther to have been matrried to a minor regent named "Achashverosh"
who was subservient to the real Persian king of the time Artaxerxes II. The identity of the
king is also preserved in Persian tradition recorded by the Islamic historian Masudi. Masudi
did not use Jewish or Christian sources nor Al-Tabari's confused account and did not even
know that the name of the Jewish queen was Esther, but he recorded a Persian traditon that
a Jewish woman had married a king named Bahman and had thus saved her people.
"Bahman" we know was the epithet of Artaxerxes II (called Ardashir Bahman in Farsi) - the
equivalent of the Greek epithet "Mnemon" (mindful) applied to him. Masudi also tecords
that the Jewish queen's daughter was Khumay an important queen in Persian tradition. Al-
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Tabari had recorded her as being the daughter of Artaxerxes II despite not realising that the
Achashverosh to whom Esther was married was logically the same individual. Thus with the
exception of some confusion in Al-Tabari's account, tradition clearly records Artaxerxes II
as being Achashverosh, the king of the book of Esther. In the 19th century, with the
translation of ancient cuneiform inscriptions, it was recognised that the Hebrew
"Achashverosh" was in fact the equivalent of the name "Xerxes" used for several Persian
kings by the Greeks. "Xerxes" was known to have a common origin with the Farsi name for
these kings, "Khashayarshah", but at first glance these appeat to be quite different to
Hebrew "Achashverosh" regarding the placement of vowels and stress. However it was
discovered that the old Persian form was "Khshayarsha", a real tongue twister for Semitic
speakers (as well as for Greeks) and that the Bablylonians introduced an intial vowel in their
pronunciation resulting in forms such as "Achshiyarshu" and subsequently "Achshiwarshu"
and that this is the only plausible origin of the Hebrew "Achashverosh". Modernist scholars
jumped at the opportunity to reject tradition and declared that this now proved that
Achaverosh was really the king known to the Greeks as Xerxes I, and this is essentially the
argument used by Stepehen Rosenberg. However it requires us to reject the Septuagint,
Josephus, John of Ephesus, Bar Hebraeus, Masudi and the whole of Al-Tabari as well as the
further evidence I will present below, without sufficient reason. The scholars who now
identified Achashverosh with Xerxes I were well aware that traditional sources called him
Artaxerxes not Xerxes but they dismissed this as a mistake on the part the translators who
must have thought that "Artaxerxes" sounded closer to Achverosh than "Xerxes". Their
argument does not hold water as Jewish authorities were well aware that the name
"Achashverosh" was not a Hebrew equivalent of the name "Artaxerxes". We know this
firstly as the book of Ezra-Nehemiah mentions both a king "Achashverosh" and a king
"Artachshasta" before the time of Esther and it is the latter name which is clearly the
Hebrew form of the Persian "Artakhshatsha" i.e Artaxerxes. But most importantly, the
Midrash Esther Rabbah which provides commentary on the book of Esther records that
Artachshasta (Artaxerxes) was a different name for Achashverosh thus refuting the idea that
the use of the name Artaxerxes for the king in the Greek Esther and Josephus is a result of a
mistranlsation of Achashverosh. Additionally in the Septuagint, the name Achashverosh
when referring to other kings (i.e. in Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah and the apocryphal book of
Tobit) was not translated as Artaxerxes, instead a Greek transliteration of Achashverosh was
used. The use of Artaxerxes in Greek exclusively for the Achashverosh of the book of
Esther is clearly a deliberate use of a non-equivalent name based on knowledge that the king
also bore this different name and that Greek readers would know him by this name. This
was also the understanding of the Christian translator Jerome who produced a Latin version
of the book of Esther for his Vulgate taking into account both the Hebrew and Greek
versions. Jerome presents Achashverosh (Ahasuerus in Latin) and Artaxerxes as two
different names for the king. Indeed, the fact that a Persian king was called
Achverosh/Xerxes in no way logically implies that he must be Xerxes I. The name is known
with certainty to have been used for numerous different Persian kings of the period. Besides
Xerxes I, the king Xerxes II the former's grandson was known primarly by this name to the
Greeks. Additionally, Manetho part of whose writings were preserved by Josephus, used the
name Xerxes for the king typically known to the Greeks as Artaxerxes I, the son of Xerxes 1
and father of Xerxes II. The king known to the Greeks by the family name Cyaxares had two
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names in variant Jewish accounts of the story of Tobit, in some he is called Achiachar which
like the Greek "Cyaxares" is understood as a garbling of the original Persian tongue twister
"Uvakhshtra", but in others he is called Achashverosh i.e. Xerxes. Achashverosh/Xerxes is
also the name given in the book of Daniel to the father of Darius the Mede the Persian ruler
of Babylon under Cyrus. This Xerxes might be the same person as Cyaxares already
mentioned or he might be the lattet's son who is known more commonly as Astyages in
which case he is yet another Achaverosh/Xerxes. Most importantly we have evidence from
sources independant of Jewish tradition suggesting that Artaxerxes II was also called
Achashverosh. A Babylonian inscription dating to his time names him "Arshu", this name
explains the Greek name "Arsicas" used for him by Ctesias, it is undetstood to be a Greek
rendering of this name Arshu with the Persian hypocoristic suffix -ke added i.e "Arshu-ke".
However the use of this suffix indicates that Arshu is not a complete name in its own right
but a shortened name and the Bablylonian form of Xerxes, "Achshiyarshu" is the plausible
candidate for the full name. This is corroborated by the name for the king used by Deinon in
Greek, "Oarses" which can be understood to be a Greek rendition of "Achshiyarshu" which
simply drops the guttural sounds that the Greeks could not pronounce as is also the case
with Greek renditions of Hebrew names. Thus the fact that "Achashverosh" is equivalent to
"Xerxes" in no way implies that he must be Xerxes I and the identification of him as
Artaxerxes II is consistent with evidence we have from non-Jewish sources regarding
alternative names for this king. There is in fact more evidence confirming the identification
of the Achashverosh of Esther with Artaxerxes II, but first we need to look at another point
where Stephen Rosenberg's views are contradicted by recorded tradition. Stephen
Rosenberg's thesis is that the real reason behind Haman's plot against the Jews was related to
tax collection. But tradition records that it had to do with religion and the refusal of the Jews
to worship Haman as a god. We know this firstly because the Megillah itself records quite
plainly that Achashverosh had ordered people to bow down to Haman and that Mordecai by
virtue of being Jewish could not, and that when Haman learnt of this he ordered the
extermination of the Jews. Now the Megillah doesn't go into further detail on the Jewish
religious reason behind why Jews could not bow to Haman. In fact the Megillah says as little
as possible about religion not mentioning G-d at all but also ignoring Persian religion and
passing over any explanation of how either Jews or Persians understood this bowing down
that had been decreed. And this is what one would expect of the Megillah if, as tradition
understands it, the hostility to the Jews was the result of religious differences with the
Persians. The events of Purim had to be recorded but in a manner that would play down the
deeper religious differences that had resulted in the hostility towards the Jews in the first
place. Now we know that Judaism does not have anything against bowing to a person as a
sign of respect but it does have a problem with Jews bowing down to false gods. Given this
it is pretty clear from the Megillah itself (not simply from the Rabbis much later) that we are
dealing with a case of Haman being treated as a god, otherwise the claim that it was because
of being Jewish that Mordecai could not bow to him makes no sense at all. This was indeed
how the events are recorded by Josephus, he does not simply say that the king had ordered
people to bow to Haman, he uses the word "prosekynoun" which denotes worship in a
religious sense. This traditional understanding that Haman was being worshipped as a god is
of course recorded explicitly in the Talmud in Sanhedrin 61b which notes that Haman had
set himself up as a god. Rashi's commentary on Esther 3:2 understood the situation in the
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same way. All this Stepehen Rosenberg dismisses with no good reason for the sake of his
own view which in his own terms has been "deciphered" from Esther as opposed to being
stated in any known historical source. But the Tosefta and Esther Rabbah also record
another piece of information relating to how religion was in fact behind the events. They
mention that Haman had an image of an idol sewn into his garment and that people were
thus being forced to worship the idol when bowing down to him. Stephen Rosenberg
dismisses this as a story that the Rabbis made up in order to explain why Jews couldn't bow
to Haman, but this does not hold water. The understanding that Haman was setting himself
up as a god is sufficient explanation, there was no need for the Rabbis to invent an
additional story, in particular no need to invent such details as the idol being sewn into the
garment. Indeed we have historical evidence corroborating the tradition that the worship of
an idol was involved. Josephus preserved an account of Jews being persecuted by the
Persians and being forced to worship at Persian erected shrines. Josephus takes this account
from a book on Jewish history he refers to as "Peti Ioudaion" (About the Jews) which he
credited to Hecataeus of Abdera. (Scholars with too much free time on their hands have
whole debates on whether Josephus got the author correct or not, but these arguments are
of no consequence to our topic.) Now Josephus does not explain the context of these
events, but the only record we have in Jewish tradition of Persians persecuting Jews is the
case of Haman. Moreover the event described in the Peri Ioudaion matches up with an
account given by the Babylonian historian Berossus (preserved by Clement of Alexandria)
that Artaxerxes II had introduced idols of the goddess Anahita all over the Persian empire.
This evidence not only corroborates the Rabbinical tradition that the worship of an idol was
involved it further confirms that Achashverosh was Artaxerxes II! We also have historical
circumstantial evidence corroborating that Haman was worshipped as a god, not only
Haman himself but also his father Hammedatha and that this worship continued after their
deaths and was still going on in Roman times. Strabo recorded that images of "Omanus and
Anadatus" were worshipped in the city of Zela together with the goddess Anahita and
mentions that such images were common in temples of Anahita and Omanus. As observed
by scholars going back to at least the 19th century, these names look very much like Haman
and Hammedatha. Now we know that Anahita was a Persian goddess but "Omanus and
Anadatus" are not the names of traditional Persian gods. Numerous attempts have been
made by scholars to try match these names to known or conjectured gods but none of these
have been generally accepted. The explanation that these refer to Haman and Hammedatha
accords with the Jewish tradition that Haman was being worshipped as a god and with the
citcumstantial evidence above from the Peri Ioudaion and Berossus linking persecution of
Jews by Persians with the worship of Anahita under Artaxerxes II.



