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In this essay, we discuss the odd occurrence of n'71a iy, a fast day commemorating
the final component of the destruction of the Temple, during the middle of the mwy
miwn 'n'. The fifteenth of ax and the seven weeks thereafter provide us with the
response and direction needed after experiencing our national day of
disillusionment, the ninth of ax. Indeed, in many ways, not only do these seven
weeks of xnmna provide us comfort and strength, but they also begin to embolden
and prepare us to address the issues of mawn and n9> as introduced with the
onset of the o'xn omr. And yet, curiously, right after mwn wx0, just as we begin to
subsume ourselves in this period of nawn and 19, we regress and return back to
the issues of mourning and destruction with n*71a nix. Join us as we explore this
unique juxtaposition of times, which may turn out to enhance not only our
understanding of mourning but our conception of naiwn as well.
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— Paradigm Shift -

n'7Ta nI¥ presents a unique problem in terms of its placement in time. As we go through the
summer, the primary feelings we generally experience deal with mourning and
address the period of ja7in culminating with axa 'v, and subside with the seven
weeks of xnmmm, ending with miwn wxn. And so, to get back into nimyn with oy
n'yTa, after we're finished with that period, is somewhat confusing. We've finished
that up, it seems, and now we're into the naiwn m* mwy and n19> element. And
yet, we return to this sense of mourning.

The truth is, these two times are very intimately interwoven, as nmi9on nir originally was the
response to tinna 1™, as nwn returned from the mountain on nmnio>n or after asking
for nn9> and receiving the second tablets. So historically, Tmna ™ ends with or
nM19on and has nothing to do with the janin at all. It is only later, with the incident
of the spies, which takes place on axa 'v, that we link rinna ™ to the destruction of
the temple. Clearly, then, the two are interrelated. Curiously, the x1a1 himself
identifies this relationship, as the pioo states, "nnn1 nw nnx-1"% This suggests
that the period of nnna actually extends through the period of namwn until the end of
nni9dn oI So, if it works out that n'7ma ni¥ takes place during nawn m' mawy, then
it is important to see what elements in it talk to us about the nature of naiwn, rather
than relating exclusively to the elements of nnma.

Consider what it is that took place on n'71a nix:

.|N172 DNN7 22'01 ,NIRWIN YRIY N7NA N1 ,D'NXR 2 N'7TA 20N AW YNl nwi7w or
(a:n nimyn np%7n 0"ann)

This day commemorates that day on which op'nx |2 n'7Ta was killed, which extinguished the
remaining ember that was still alive of 9w, and caused the sealing of the ni7a. So
that means that even after the beginning of the nalwn 'm' nawy, we have what is
actually the final stage of janin that we thought was over.

Let’s review the events of this day even further to see what they might have to do with
nmwn. The story goes essentially like this: ¥xi112121 made a deal with 1inz1y, where
NPT was to accept Judea's role as a vassal sate. InpT¥ went against this
arrangement by attempting to rebel against a¥xaTm1. XA retaliated by
destroying Jerusalem and the Temple. Following this, 2¥x1T2121 appoints n'7Ta as a
governor and allows for there to be a Jewish state under a governor who is
appointed by 72a. n'71a takes this position and explains to 7x ' that they need to
accept the fact that whatever %22 says goes, and if they keep the rules and do
things right, they’ll be ok.  The people accept this and as a result, there was a
return of Jews to Judea.

At this point, P 2 pnir comes to a7 and informs him that nama 2 7xvnw' has made a
deal with my 7'm o™wa to have n'ma killed and transfer control of Israel to o'7va.
n'7Ta refuses to accept the veracity of this report. In an attempt to change n"rm’s
mind, panr meets with him privately and tells a'%1a that he’ll have “nunwr
assassinated without anyone knowing, because otherwise, this will be the end of the
vassal state:

(10 ;0 INMAY) ATIN NNINY DTN YR DIYAZIN DTN 1¥911,WU91 1D nn'Y

n'71a replies that these are lies and he refuses to accept the report. And so, on mwn wxA,
just as xvnwr warned, n'7Ta and all those who were with him were murdered by
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Yxynw'. After the slaughter, "xynwr sees a group of Jewish pilgrims coming to bring
sacrifices (they were unaware that the Temple was destroyed) and directs them
toward n*7m, only to massacre them as well, save but ten of them, and throws the
corpses in a pit. At this point, the p109 pauses to identify this pit:

17N NYY UK KIN INYTA-T' DON QWK D'WIRD M9 70 DR 7RYNY' DY '7wn QWX a0
(0 :xn 1INMYY) 077N 1NN A 7RYNY! RN LINR 7RYT 70 RWYI 1190 KON

Ynunw' is the person who killed the people, yet the pioo suggests that it was n'71a who
committed this heinous act! The xna in nT picks up on this and observes:

17V N7un wn X971 NP 2 NP DXY7 WINT 17 2y M X7R 20N 78yt X901 00N 0tTa ol
NT) 'Wan n'7 wnm 'wan X7 722777 9"YK XY XK1Y 'XDK KR 200 17'8D 2mdn
(x,x0 T

What this means, then, is that the murder of the pilgrims was a direct result of n*71a’s refusal
to consider the report regarding his assassination. And though one isn’t supposed
to accept yan 1wy, the nd%n is like xan who said one should be wwin for it. So, in
not being wwin for the report, n'71a essentially murdered all of these people.

Now let’s understand what’s happening here. We had a janin which was caused by the xun
of the n™an, which was van w7, And now, the final act of the pin was effected
because n'vTa did not accept yvan w4, This is astounding. So that the very thing
which caused the janin was the thing which could have save the wpn! One could
imagine the internal struggle n'71a must have grappled with as he saw the wTpn fall,
and heard the report of myg |2 anrr. Here the wpn is burning, which was the final
result of the yn w4 of the n'7a7n and now he’s being asked to consider a report of
van w9, It was unthinkable. How could one begin to put forth a real,
meaningful jipn of these issues by falling prey to them yet again? The only way to
begin to deal with these issues is to distance oneself from van w7 completely. And
yet, n'7ma’s choice to distance himself from the report completed the destruction
and removed any hope of rebuilding.

The implications for namwn are also astonishing. Let’s understand. n'7ma did something
wrong. He oversimplified the issues. The issue is not yan w2 versus no v [wY.
The issue is to be able to separate and distinguish between the elements of yan w4
that you're not supposed to listen to and the way in which you're supposed to
proceed as necessary when you have information. That is, to be able to distinguish
between information, between types of yan jiw4, or receiving yan w7 or taking the
necessary precautions in light o yan w7 — things are more complicated than just
saying we have a solution: absolutely no van w47 at all. Because that approach is
what completed the destruction of the wtpn . This is the first unbelievable message
about nawn, that the solution to things is not replacing one failed paradigm with
another. People just assume that the solution to problems is simply going to the
opposite extreme. But the other extreme is no better than the other extreme.
Listening to all yan w7 is no better than listening to no van w2 at all and not
listening to any yan 1w4 is no better than actually listening to yvan w4?. Both reflect
what you would like to have in life rather than what is the correct and real 'n jix0.
So, mawn does not consist of replacing a non-working paradigm with something
that you think is a closer approximation of reality. Approximations of reality that
are analogs of reality have nothing to do with nawn, they just have to do with what
makes you feel good. The nawn m' nawy, as marked byn™Ta niy, is essentially a
time that we being working and contemplating on this approach. So that naiwn is
not simply the idea to resolve to go to other end of the spectrum — that doesn't
deal with nor address the issues. nawn demands dealing with the issues, that is
the first step. The second step, which is more challenging, is accepting that things
have changed:
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Why, in fact, did the pa7in end up happening? The truth is, it was exactly the same type of

psychological difficulty. 7xptn says:

722-179 R2-MN N NIN-NN DRYT K7D ,100 N7 KFME ANR? RDIN-AT Dl
NLAAAD YITD DYl .73 17X DNIR K ,QY-NK| A27N-NY Nl D Y
XYIND 'MYA7 079 NN Nine N7 YIRD YR-NRENTRA MR K2 ;NN IRR

(tu -x', 7" 7XpTNY)

So originally, the problem of intj1¥ himself, was his unwillingness to accept that things have

This is

changed. Again, we have our own vision of reality and we constantly put bandages
on it in order to restore things to the way I want them to be. To begin any process
of nawn, there needs to be an accepting the reality that things have changed. This
is illustrated most clearly on mimna ™ with the breaking of the nn%. Those nn%
represented nn7n 2y nnn — freedom. They represented immortality: the ability to
win every war, to win the war against the 2"n¥', to win the war against forgetting and
to win the war against death itself.® And as a sign of acceptance, everyone was
given the n"Ty which made them immortal. But after the 42ay, it says that &' ma
responded by not putting on their o7y and remained regular people like everyone
else:

(T2 NMY) 1Y 1TV UK IMY-R7I

an unbelievable thing to do to yourself, to recognize that you can’t have this
anymore. To this 'n responded:

(T:2%7 nMY) 17-NWYR NN LNYTRE)7YN )TV TN, NNI

But the previous 109 stated that they knew not to put the n"7v on! 'n indeed saw that 12

nwr did not put them on, but he was pointing out that this wasn’t enough, the
removal needed to be permanent. “nxwr na took this critical step of nawn by
accepting that things weren’t going to be the same, and that was what allowed them
to survive. Otherwise, without this recognition, you're left struggling to rebuild
something that is not going to give you what you want. This is what 7xptn' was
attempting to communicate. And had 7xw' na understood this at that time, they
could have saved themselves from complete ja7in. Instead, because X could
not conceive of a city and temple that were not on top of the world, to see things
less than the way he wanted, everything was lost.

Two issues emerge from this. First, there is the recognition of the reality of change, the

impact of what you have done. Things just don’t disappear just because you are
sorry, they're not going to suddenly change back to the way you’'d like them to be.
And second, the search for real solutions, rather than simplistic feelings that allow
you to feel better about what it is that you are doing. Now here, the n"ann says
something very profound in terms of how to deal with nawn, and he says it
specifically through the nimyn.

Generally, we are used to perceiving the various nrmyn to be built around the n4a jaan

wTpnn — they always have something to do with the recognition of the vulnerability
of Jerusalem, the failure of the walls of Jerusalem, or the destruction of Jerusalem
and the wTpnn na itself. Most people view these days as being reactions to the loss
of the wTpnn na. n"ann says that’s not the case:

TRANSCRIBED BY GEOFFREY DWORKIN © 2006 THELIVINGTREE.ORG PAGE 4 OF 7




|- The FrameWorks Spiral-Book Series Tzom Gedalia Page 5

;NAIYNN DT NINDYTIL,NINAZN MY 1D ,[N2 IV'RY NINXD 190,002 DYNN 7R 75w D' DY W
[MIX 1171 DN DAY TY--DNY 'YYNd D'aYW 'NIANK QWynl,0'WIN 1'YynY [N2'T AT nnl
.(n,1> X') "DNIAN (1Y DRI DAY DX ITINNM 1KY 207 21w L 178 0NAT [N2TAY CNNXD
(X :n 719 NIyn nidN)

n"ann is saying two important things here that we generally do not look at. We look at janin

as a way to see the history of failure in 2xw' 775, In other words, there were things

that failed initially that brought us to the state that we're in, those things are

precisely the things that we continue to fail at. But secondly, he expects us to see

that state that we are is as being the present, not the past. In other words, what we

are mourning is state that we are currently in. It happens to be that because these

are days in which we could trace those events back to exactly the same n'wyn and

the same nny that happened to our forefathers, it’s important for us to note that

history. Why? Because it says, bniax [y nxi pay nx minnl. - The only way to do

real nalwn is to say "IT on ones own niNay when it is together with the recognition of

the nnay that were done by your own antecedents.

This is an amazing thing. You can always choose things to do mawn on. But the things that
are going to be most central to your life are things that you have accepted as part of
the nature of reality because it's the way your forefathers did it too. And in
recognizing those events that you still find yourself trapped in, then these days are
days that are kept for nimyn in order that it should open up your heart to realizing
that what you think is good, is bad. To a Modern person, what is shocking about
this is to even think that the nny that we have are the very ones our forefather’s
had. For example, people go to Holocaust museums or archeological sites and
typically look at them in a detached way, that it is simply history. And the truth is,
that as long as people feel this sense of detachment, or worse, that the element
that we have to commemorate is this suffering, then obviously, somebody else’s
suffering is not my suffering. I can empathize and care, but it cannot change the
nature of my life. If this is all history is about, if this is all Holocaust centers are
meant to do, and that they are somehow related only to my antecedents and not
my present, then they really offer no meaningful function. n"amn says this
perspective makes absolutely no sense.

Indeed, it is clear that the purpose of these places such as Holocaust museums is to
provide sense of historical continuity, a sense of oneness. And obviously, the focus
on suffering is not the way to build historical continuity, because suffering is an
individualized experience. The reality is that unless one has a sense of identity as
part of the entity of 2x ', none of this makes sense at all. Archeology or museums
shouldn't be the means of discovering a connection, connection should be
something we find within ourselves. n"ann’s point is that the reason we choose
these days is because the impact of these events continue until today. And we
share them along with our antecedents, and we can discover in our sharing, that
problems that lead to these events. And so, the more we see ourselves as a single
unit, we have a chance of getting away from these problems. The approach is to
discover what is the pattern of this continual redoing the same issues and not being
able to get down to the bottom line. And so, to start the nawn ' nawy with that
recognition, with n'7ma oiy, is an amazing thing. Because it means that the simple
solutions are always wrong. And that if we're to get anywhere, it is by attempting to
figure out the root of the issues. The solutions lie in figuring out and
understanding that pattern that keeps repeating and culminating in destruction and
addressing it and changing and moving from there. For if we identify the problem,
then we can begin to do something about it.
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But there is one final aspect to this whole thing:

--1'T' w7 ,1'N1PR TV X X71" XKaw 0717 Xonn 0t 2w X729 nmiyn v 17y Tyl
.12'22 MaY 178 DMy 171, IMOYWA NITINN? )X L(T,T ywin) "Dim' onn' ;)2 TWN
(2:2 nawn nipN)

D"ann says that as one repents from sin, he must make God his witness that he will not
return to his sin. This is strange. n"ann takes a general law of v and applies it as
part of the rules of naiwn. This is curious because there was one time in history that
people made God their witness — right after the death of n*ma.

With death of n"7ma, people didn’t know what to do:

Sy MR 2IM-TY) ogn L DYR-DI--NWYin-R AaT L NIP-[2 A0 DN Y-72 1w
NINYD-72 TYa RN N7 0Tva 799Nl )97 mInD X-79n LN
NTD-NN DR N 07-TA DR NIRT YWY UKD 120N VYR IRY-D IR
77900 MN--AYNY RDID INMY! DR IR .AYYI YR QTD-NR N7 YK
;020 VIAN-K'7--D27 TR ,D)NX N MY-IWK 12TD-72 NIl ;02T D' N -7
ANYY' YN 12TN-709 X'7-DXR NN DX TY7 103 DN AN R R AT
D'N7' Y (1INIX) X WK 12'D 72X DIN' 7ipa--y1-DKX] 2i0-DX AWyl P--17R )RR N
AR D Yipa yneia ' 1%-20" WK YN tynei LR DR

(I-x:an 1nmy)

Making God a witness shows that we have no other hidden agendas. We simply want to
know the truth, whether it is good or bad., because the only hope that we have for
things to go well is us to do as God says. And what follows is an nalwn m' mwy:

ANMY-IN,NINEQT N DM NYY Y L0l
And so, 1nm7 says,

2IY-DX .1"97 DXNIANA 7'907 ,I'7K MK DRN7Y WYX 7KW 777X N MmR-n 00K MR
7% 'ANN) ' IWIRK K71 DXNX MY0Y 0 DR K'7) DINK MIU--NR'TD YIND YD
INYT-7R 5190 DR DRR-IYK 722 170 11910 ARYIR-7R 007 MUY WK NN
DNYJ,0'ANY D27 AX| .iT!A DN 7'¥0Y DINX V'YinT "IN DINR-'2--NIN-DK) 1281
YNy Mm7aYy DXRTN YINA AW K7 00K DN R-0OX] .DONATR-7X ,D20X 2'Wn| ;0NN
X7 79i¥ %ip1 ,nnN'7n nX12-X'7 QYN ,RiQ1 Dyn yax ' X7 N7 .02 X 'n Yipa
‘N MX-ND DTN NXY L'N-02T 4vnY D7--nnvl v oYl ,av0a-X'7 0N vnei
ON'Nl .0V M%7 0NN ,DNYN X'2Y 019 [HAWR DiW DRAN-DX ,7X1Y' ' 7 Nikay
DAN T DRX-IYUN 2YIN] ;DX¥N YIXD ,DDNX A'WNR DY ,N2/Rn 0'X)' DRX QYK 200N

NN 0Yl--0'¥N D'NX PAT' OV 1IN

(1o-t:an 1nmY)

What happens? The people hear this prophesy and cry out, “you liar!”
--02T) DRX IPY INAY7X DN DT DWIRD-7L,0IP-13 [I0IM NIYYIN-IR DTY R
NN N'eN LA 112 LD DY A7 DN IRAD-RT? R7 77 N Y R
-2 INI* YY-R'71 732 DR DAY DR NN DTTYIR-T DK NN jyny--n2
DTN YIND DAY DN 7i72--0YD-721 01700 Y-721 N

(T-2:n 4nmy)

They all reject the prophesy, move to Egypt and eventually, all get wiped out. This is the
real meaning of '1 nwynY ,1'ni7x Ty "nxa X71". This doesn’t mean that we will not
worship "v. What this means is that we will not take our own projections and call
them God. Everyone has agendas and beliefs of how the world ought to be life
“If...” But these are just that — projections. The idea of nwyn% ,1'ni7x Ty MmN K71
1’1 is to be in the position to say what supposedly nap-ja janit said: 1@ ¥ 'n_ 1n%-121
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NYY1 WK ,NATD-NNI ,na-)7 i DT-NX. There should be no hidden agenda. The
necessary step of naiwn is that there should be no hidden agenda. So that when
one says T nwyn? 117N TIV N3 K71, he is saying whatever [ want and dream
about, I don't care. I won't look at my own projections as what God is saying. I'm
not going to turn around and say NaTn nnX Wpv because it doesn’t agree with me.
This is the 1"y T

We find an amazing concept regarding this. In its discussion identifying the individuals who do
not have a xan obyy pon, the xama in pa1Mo indicates that one who does not accept
that there is a biblically sourced concept of o mnn n»nn does not have a Nan o9ys Pon:

NN Y DXNNN NONN PR IDIND NN O PHN ONY PRY 1ON)

W OXNND NNND 1IN JIPY RINDA PYATT DIWITHI 1INV 709NN 11 DINND NN PN IDINN”
2NN ,NIND 9D - NININD NN NIT NIN DXNND PO 1INNDY DTII N> I9N) ,NNNN
9915 T35 - KIN YW YTV NI 12773 7Y IR N 13 - NINN Y2 DXNNN NONN YWY 1PV
NI NN

(DW 7Y .Y PITMD)

1"y stresses that, while this individual in fact “believes in o'mnn ntnn, since he has no
source for it, “what is it our business what he believes.” It may be a perfect
analogue, but analogues have nothing to do with the real thing. Something can look
absolutely perfect, but it has no connection to the real thing because it’s non-
responsive to what n"apn says. It may look like Judaism, but it is merely the product
of an individual. Any similarities are perfectly coincidental. Indeed, perhaps
tomorrow he’ll claim something else.

And so, what emerges then from this juxtaposition of n*71a ni¥ to the nawn m' nhwy is that
we gain three major insights into making an effective and real naiwn. First, to accept
the reality of what has changed. Second, replacing one bad paradigm with another
just because it seems to be the opposite of the problem does not get you any closer
to solving the issue. And finally, a true willingness to say nwyn7 n'nivx Ty N1 871
' is essential for moving forward. We must find where the mental problems are
and never say who are we to go beyond our forefathers.

endnotes:

2 . N9 IR
b See:
MNYRIN NN 1IANWI XD MNON - NNON DY MIN (279 MNY) NIT ORI ([ITYINR] : D7YN NNDN) (TYWON) 727 DN
MIPPN DN MIN NIV N2 NVIWY PYIY NNIN DI PN : TN APY> 12 NNN 27 INIYIND NN NNONYI N
(T3 PYPY) PN RON N

This transcription was based upon R.M. Weinberg’s discussion of the topic in
Jerusalem, Israel, 5762 (2001)
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