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Theme:
The relationship between von and nann is the relationship between nun and nationhood. It is in the

extent of one that we discover the other, and only the fullness of the identity that springs of von and nun
can there be the commitment that is 111 and nwin.

Structure:
Breakdown of conceptual order in the parashot
Connection of Niun to 'von
The significance and development of nuUN
Cities and countryside
Relating yon to nnian
NWNI YU'R as NNIMI Yon/Nnixl nbn/NMyl yIx

— OUTLINE -
I. STRUCTURE OF NI0N
[ DM
II. Controlled War
A. DNTNI NAN'MY? nin'w
B. NINLI NaN
C. D"75 NNV MWD
D. nimNNI 0dn
JAIXY 21 TA 12 NY¥N
A. JAIXY 121 TA 12 NN
B. request and nwn's anger
C. A fighting offer
V. |N'7N21 [2IXY 121 TA 2 NN
II. STRUCTURE OF 'UOUN
l. n'7n11 yon
A. List of nvon until 40th year
B. niyon in 40th year — from first contact with V13
C. n'7na nwnin
Il. Borders
ll. The representatives for Ni7NINN
IV. Cities for the Levites.
V. The cities of refuge
VI. Maintaining the integrity of nunN N'7Na.
STRUCTURAL PROBLEMS
We read here two NINTO which bring home with a bang the extent to which the order of events has broken down.
In the beginning of 0N19 we read the D'2* TN NX 1NX which instead of being completed with the story of this
week is interrupted with a new count.
But it is a count that has nothing to do with the battle with |'Tn but rather with yaxn nwine
And instead of completing the story of TND'7X¥ N1 with the complaints of their VAW we wait all the way until the
end of 'von as if the list of NIYonN is somehow important to the issue.
Would it not have made more sense to end the 190 with the warm re-capitulation of the NIyon as per the w1TN
of the N7INN 1121 771 brought also by "wA?
And after making the lists for yaxn nwin' would it not make more sense to have [2IXY 121 TA 12 complain at that
time, just as we mention there the TN9'7¥ NIA?
Would that not have been the proper place to give us the D'7'NaNN NINWY? Instead we have four separated
sections of YIRN NWN':
a) (12,13) TN97X¥ NINA...WUKY NX IRY
b) (A7) |[aIk1 M TA M
o (T7) o*17 1y ,NI712a ,nwIN
d) (17) n'7m1 210N X7
And two separated sections on |"TA NNN'7N
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TWO ASSOCIATED PARASHOT
One thing that seems clear from all this is that these two parashot are indeed deeply interelated
We skipped all other combinations to relate these two this year, despite 78w YIX being ahead: 'NK
P72/npin nipina/Ana nwiTp/nim
Punctuated 781" YIX N'7N1 between the two
We begin with 12Tn N1 and end with NNAIT |3
Niun itself begins with issue of keeping one's word: 1ATN NT
And ends with keeping one's word: JaINY 2l Ta "2
Both use the same words: IWYN D2'9n KRXI'NI
NN from |"T and the appointing a DTN 7XRIA
The odd association to cities:
,OW NIDoIM DY'W ,07 MY ,0"%7 MY and the |aIXY 121 Ta 12 only ask for cities until all is
The relationship of man to woman in both beginning and end

GENERAL QUESTIONS
But what are D' doing right in the middle of the war with |'T?
Why was nwn so angry at the -7'nin '*TI79 as the |"anN points out there was certainly no order to perform any
differently.
The "M90 says that 0N19 insisted that they had performed as ordered!
Why call the n'™an DIpn the NIyon? As Rashi points out at the end of NiNw:
IVOlI NTN N'"INN DIPNAY '97 1'YoNn? 17'1...y0N "N XIN X NN DIPNn :Dn'von 721 78w N 75 1y
niyon |71 Ik P
This seems a rather weak explanation
And what does Nniun have to do with anything at all?
STRESS ON NUN
If the main idea is teaching us the D'X'W17 P7NW TIQD then it should be called NIVNN "WXA
And Rashi says that this was true about all nixn (as per M90)
nuNY7 97X is a totally new idea
Only now are we concerned for the integrity of the nvnn Nn'7na
An incredible 110'X to marry out of the VAW (32:6-9)
The whole future of NN9' and (2-X:X' D'VDIY) TV72A
|JAIXY 121 TA 12 as seceding
Here and in D'09IY
This seems to be an incredible retrogression after all we have established in the 12T as a complete nation
Look at the difference between the normal army and this one
Why would we e going backwards into an era of small states loosely confederated with such separate identities
that a woman marrying out of VAW was called a NAIT (as by NNOY).
UawI NVN
Nowhere until now the tribes are D*VAW
Not once in the Torah is the word used but here!
An invention of 12 TNA occurring ninety-one times
Could it be that this is the essential creation of 12 TNA?!
Let us clarify the use of DAW vs. use of NUN
Curious double meaning: stick
In English the same thing:
staff vs. club (then nion 'wKr =Chiefs of staff)
Both have the same double meaning
One you hit with — exclusivity, restriction
One you lean on! The staff of life, mutual aid
The odd interrelationship of individual to nation through nun
Is similar to the relationship of n*ani yon and
Is similar to another curious interrelationship

CITIES AND COUNTRYSIDE
As Imberitance

39:99-94 39:33, 32:38, 35:2-8
As Exile
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27 ’nd 10-XtN7 VM MY
7201 |7
The loss of the earth leads |'p to build cities
The "N 11121 that those were the cities of aIVI |IN'0

The Alternative
T>-22:2%7 Only when you get back will you have true nTINX
D17 who instead of n'7Na get cities
Loss of land for nn'¥1 to the 017 who have no land!
49 cities are the 42 niyon
2 72 and comparison to Yosef who moved them to cities
So they should not be embarrassed at being D712

CITY AS REPOSITORY AND ESTABLISHMENT
(.X'nDN) 7 2™ IRERTIN IR 2 VY QD
NINNI yon are interrelated as cities are to Land
As individual identity is to Nationhood
Eventually we grow up
axa "o
7xp7TN! and the 0170 N7
Context and commitment
NN2AIT |2 NIATI AT

THE ABILITY TO BE DJIJ

An army cannot be expected to engage in NN

But the NN 97X can be an expression of 0N19 himself

No one was lose in any way here! Not a single loss

0N19 was given his NAN'7A NIwn status only in the context of NN

IDEALS VS. IDENTITY AND ROOTS
Maturity and the journey
17 17 as the essence

INTERRELATIONSHIP
The interrelationship of nation and NN is similar to the interrelationship of countryside to city
The conception and ideation can never take the place of the matrix provided by nun
LON AS THE BASIS OF NNIJNA
N7N11 NN are both immovable but must grow from the completely portable
|INKRN *T2 never to be removed
DMy M71Y71 TV DTIYY — D'TAIY D'0'Y XY
|3V as traveler becomes the N1'DWN NN
|pWn as traveler
The relationship between the yon and the nNiin is therefore absolutely centrall One cannot exist without the other
This is why we can wait and wait and wait for nniIn
For the essence is yon, and only the culmination of the yon is a n'an
|JAIXY 121 TA 12 as defining “conditional” also defines the entire relationship between the journey and the
attainment
177N 'T1 IW2DW 'T according to Rashi is a n20!
nnn'‘mi 4
NWNI W'N
INAI U'N INWNI U'R DM
TNO7¥ NN
[IN'N AI0'RI DN 2
The repository, the N1, is NWN
The yon is the 10T and the development
Ensures that Ideals does not take the place of Soul
We look back over the Nnivon and recosgnize that the journey provided the N1 DWN NXIWN
11T is also NAT : both speaking and commitment, ability to win
D'MYN 12TN is the repository from which N'7NA1 NN is made
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