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Theme:
The source of MK in the interrelationship of the NYTn YV and the D**Nin YY. The
destructiveness of YyIn [IW'7 in control, in NIWN and self-defined N'7>N/N137n. Reduction and
cheapening as the essence of NOT NTIAY and NI'N, and the danger concealed in 12N and
[InLA.

Structure:
Definitive divisions (n'7T1an) that remain vague
When “how” is more important than “what”
AN and NINN: medium and message
Relating NiIwN to NID'IN
Manipulation and media
The D"'NN YV and NYTN YV: NMIINK vs. NIY'01] NX'¥}?
Cheapening

— OUTLINE -

YINIIR

YIXN 'NQ7 DX RYE | 7' TNy 12 TN 190 0T

This is the parasha which contains that n'2Tan and its catalyst

More than any other event in the Torah after '2'0 0 this D700 nwwn has formed our lives and
experiences and pains

Yet this singular N1, so definitive of 78" 773 that it defines the Torah, N'WKXI2 NWyn and Jewish
history, remains vague and shadowy

Indeed, the parasha is almost unique in its treating themes of vast importance with a disconcerting
vagueness

For not only is the NINIT? N2 here, but so are three NI*AIO that are N'712 NINN 72 a1 71jpw
N'X'Y NWI9 — N 77nn — 1"y :(KN:10 "'wia Xam) (WA nwn 0

And all are presented in an unusual fashion as if the Torah hides something

WHAT DID THEY DO WRONG?

Was it the 02270 or was it D1'N 7w N1 or was it the yIn [1W'7?

Was the sending wrong — then why did VwIn' do the same?

Should they have relied only on God? But as Ramban points out 01N 72V ['2NI0 |'X...

Indeed, they only said the truth, and even then less forcefully than Moshe himself (See a:ar |"anT)

The 1910 DNN: they should have demanded the presence of Moshe at TTal TT7X

D'WIX 071D — greater than YWIN' for they are listed according to level

Were they D'*T¥? Then why did Moshe need to change to ywin' and why did 273 have to pray to be
saved

n'7'oun
D'7'9Yn — what was so bad about them? Such [INVA — it is almost as if you cannot win
['K DN 1121772 "N W'D ought to mean that you have no doubts!

NIT NTIAY

Then there is another central issue here of NAT NTIAV but the Torah will not say so straight out
See Rashi 22:10: must be 77 n'n* X721 'N DK

Nt 'n AT

But Nt 'N 12T could mean almost anything
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N':2 NIAN MIYN: N27ND X7¢ NIN2 019 n7a0 ;0212 NN 19 2 ;NITvim nran ;0'wTe 77nn
.YTINN K™ IR [RON 10X "TNI0

But the 029 n7an1 71y 9 itself is not so MmN is it?

No real N1 AN

The vagueness is such that we use the 7109 referring to "V for all the ni¥n on 119> DI': NTY 727 N0
(1">:1"v) NAwa Dyn 727 D DdIN2 AN A M

Interesting that the 'a1 NU'W actually uses this 7109 to define that 0MI9'DN DI' NNDD does not apply to
these sins: 2"n1' ANX7 NdN >"NIr 197 NdN

wwim

What did he do? (:I¥ DAw) n'n NYN....A0N YN DIMK 'Tayn

The Torah does not want us to know who he is! [I¥ Naw 1IN0 NIINN

Which implies that there is a specific need to remain vague here

(:u' x\AN2 X221 'oIN) D' DYWY Wi

According to the Zohar, the Torah says only good about him the first time his name is mentioned: niaa |2
TNOY7¥! (.17 "N i)

n'x'x

The general and broad notion of D3'2'y NXI D227 "INK NINN X7

(M190) 7122 17'9X T1221 TWIYA DD NINMY

("1PTN) 'MIxXN 7V A7 'Vl 270 INKR 170N K7

The 3 DT X2 that it means not to fantasize, AINNR 01D 11'Y N

Especially the way that the Ramban leams, that the fear here is of the N'7oM itself (see V7:10 |"an7)

COMMON DENOMINATOR: NIONI7'OX

There is a possible common denominator here, which may later shed light:
NINN X7 means NIONIZ'OX NN

ONIP'OX NT:NTA'NMAT D

NYY NNINQ NN 7172 12T 072200

“HOW” MORE THAN “WHAT”

Another way of looking at the problem is that it is more than just vague definition: it is the concentration on
mentality, on philosophy

The Torah seems concemed less with whatwas done than Aow it was done or with what thousght it was
done

VN 1W7 itself and the NWYN NYIYN 1mMN 1'91 INIRD KX¥XN)

D'7227n

What is D'2aXN1 D'YVYN 7V supposed to mean — this is the most destructive event in history
The Rambam (A-X:T NIYT) and how YN |IW7 is worse than 7121 itself

1179 7¥ INM2 XN 12D YN Y7 MT DN

The T"2NN seems right in saying the opposite

Again, it is the way it was done rather than w#hat was done

D'N 7w n'Doa

N7 NTIAY

nm'n AT

The ultimate “how” more than what: q11'0 DI7NA

D10 D'YyN 1T W'Y 19 7Y X

For none of these ought to be true ND

And how could they be put together with "7 NTIAY

That we should bring a n"'X" that D19 N'7an NH¥YNN 72 NN as per Rashi is astounding!
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Is it not the N""wY per se that is important?

NINN X7
Is the importance in what | think and see or what | do?

mn

A clue lies in the astounding tie between the opening and closing of the parasha

It begins YIXRN MK 1INY7 and ends with NINN X7

Rashi explains: 9127 D™230 DN 02'VN1 270 ;YIXRN NN 11D :NINN X7

Let us analyze once again the 072N problem

To us it seems outrageous that 78! 171Ta would do this, and they have to be saved?
The making of 022 NI7'W into a NIXN in order to be ‘7'¥n Yisrael (Ramban 13:2)

NINN X7

1INY itself ought to be amoral, the only question is what you do with it

Vegetation, climate, fortifications, environment, etc.

But are not the eyes simply bringing information? Yet NINN X7

What is this 9127 D"727n as if in 7121 there is a problem?

But clearly MINN X7 means that it is 7ot amoral, but evil per se

You do not simply choose how to use it — you need to fight desperately not to be overwhelmed by it!
Anyone who has had to force his thoughts away from his eyes knows the strugsle

It is insane to live by needing to fight one’s own mind, if you consider for a moment — We are so used to it
that it seems natural!

YOIXN NIX IN7 is as problematic as 021'Y NN 1INY

MEDIUM AND MESSAGE

For some reason, the very fact that you become the medium means that the message is dangerous!
This is exactly the issue in YN [IWY7: it is not what you say that is damaging, it is the fact that you are saying it
Therefore it is @ N2'7n in NIYT NI27N and not in |*{7'Ta or DYDY

nnhn

In order to appreciate the underlying issue we need to note one additional theme:

['N DX YV N2 w'n and the WNIT of the NYTN YV N

Moshe wanted to know if there was place for him in 78" YK, a place for n**Nn Yy

The wwIn dealt with these same two D'X¥Y! He wanted to see which of the "n'xy" was more powerful
And the NINN X7 itself was the fear of the danger of this NaTN

(nmw |"an0) NN NN win7a DTN TITE NN

This implies that the very creation of 78! YN as the NYTN YV was through YN [1IW'7 which was the
essence of the NYTn YV in the first place

NN AND NIVN

On the simplest level because only the involvement in building individual lives can create ni3'm
But there is @ much deeper reason

NAIN1 DTN 727 NIWA is the primary result of the NYTN YV

VI 210 NYT? 101 TNRD D' DTRN [N

GATEWAYS OF PERCEPTION

The meaning of NIWN vs. N1'N2

NI is the other word for nid'7n!

nivIn "7 N

The dangers of N'7oM, of self-definition, of NIWA as a vision of life: 11'ya AN

| ©1995 RAVMATISSE NOTES FOR USE WITH ADVANCED FRAMEWORKS CASSETTES




|Advanced FrameWorks Number 37- Notes Parashat Shelah Page 4

NIV is the 11'ya YW 'R which is the building blocks of NI2'7n, the DITO of NYaaa wa7e
It means that the very fact and source of NIWA is dangerous

N79N leads directly to AT NTIAY

And precisely what the D721 sought to discourage

D'7'o9uni 09X

The Ramban therefore learns the XN was in the single word 09X

This was their own vision and their attempt to mold the world into it

They would control the anarchy, maintain the n1aNNN 1T0

Their motivation — concem for position, 7RIW! 7'72, NANIN, etc. — is relatively unimportant

Avoiding the 1'1'ya Y W'N

They would train them to be n'7'oun!

XY YN is not meant to be easy and self-involved: if you want yaon 1T2 then you can forget it
They would be 78w 77D 71NN that the only right way was absolute [INVA

No civil wars, no 1'1'ya W'l YAl Wa79, no centuries of confusion D'U9IWN M1 that are defined as
Y 1o0

The niIaNyn of 0NN Yy and NYTN YV would destroy everything: they wanted absolute n'7Tan
And they received instead a different q@INN a1 MIXN 2 07720

The control itself would have ended the NX™M2 says the Zohar!

The place that was created with YIn |1W7 cannot be [7INn with yan 1w

It is the Primal NIWN that is in its own essence YN [1WY, the ability to define reality

WK NINI means the creation of a 1'm

THE MEDIA

They were as D'NYW DW7 as the media
Who have created a world in which nothing at all is real except what people think of it
The greatest powers are defeated not by nuclear weapons but by CNN

a7

This was understood by 272 who was 1272 TRXI N9 TNX :NINX 17

One second of unexpected expose and protest can swing everything!

Rashi (T'7-17:T') explains that N2Tis 12'N

This 712'N is the essence of NA'T

It requires the combination of two things, NYTN yVI D' NN YV to be nalv

This was the mistake of the wwIjm who was NIy'v1a yXI?

No attachment to reality

This is why the D721 and the D''7'9yn were exactly the same: 12'7V1 11IN=WYKXY NN

Even if the 0*227m would have been successful and created 0'7'o9un it would have been no different
It is indeed not what is done, but how it is done

NN

For NnImK is the deepest function of NniwN

Without NIwN there is no formation of a true world view

The way in which you relate to the world is the very definition of NYT and NYTN YV

Therefore it is essential MIYT NID7N

This is why 272 has to say two things: 0:T* |"an0

DN N7 D/ 1ITnn 7R 'Na R

DN'7Y 1N'TND 791 yava DA D

There needs to be a V1N in reality: there is indeed a 11T, No 09X

But |INVA itself can never be the V1N of YIRN NWIN' as the D'7'9yn: it is the opposite of MIMKN!
For it is the interrelationship of NYTN YVI DN YV that is the true 'n 1T
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And in separating them one is NIY'0V1A YXI?
The desire to control and to define of these VITN "71TA destroyed NINIT? NAIMN

And forever, those who have desired to be 7ann in this fashion have ended up D0*7w21 completely in
VN [IWY7 and destroying N1IMK, sooner or later

CHEAPENING

This is the ultimate Nt 'n 12T

The nature of cheapening — to feel that the Torah has no reality, is only a reflection of one’s own ideas
D721 NIN'YVY itself was cheap: DTN X D'ONIT DW)

The IN*7X "2T XaN and the drives of one’s imaginary NX1'l N2NK and the wwipn

NIT NTIQY as the ultimate cheapening: reducing all things to one’s own imagination

NNK [XdN means now that the Torah has defined it through cheapening....

N'aN 119 271 — 120 |7 20K 'RN — N9N'0

The greatest sign of YN [1WY is in the willingness to cheapen the NIA'wN, to be Nntan Creation and
another human being
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