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Theme:
Torah as a X¥on of the n'Q, not only a list of requirements for nMA2. It becomes
this is only through a specific relationship to you, otherwise X' '0I' N2
Xp?IvQ. This relationship is the underlying definition of yax 71T which is Yithro’s
achievement, and identifies him forever with nninn n7ap and nnw7? Tn'.

Structure:
An unsuitable introduction to NN [Nn
A theme of 'Tand YOX 0T
Mixed messages in Yithro
Understanding Yithro’s insight and advice
A pattern of defining distinct individual levels
Defining YaIX T
The dangers of Torah without Yax 07T
Torah as the X¥on of N2

= OUTLINE -

INTRODUCTION NECESSARY FOR NN NN

Would have made sense to go directly from 0'1'91 to 2'0 12

Clearly the Torah views the story of Yithro as being an integral part of nnInn n2ap
The intuitive nature of Yithro’s response does not seem a suitable introduction to
Torah

The way that the midrash sees this as being central for Torah: wrapped in D2'1
But while the obvious issue is D'2'T, the undercurrent is YIX 10T

YIXRIYTI'T

21 WK |12 222 K7 DXI A2 RY 1A NN NI X
N'ONI NNNIN 'TAN X7 T NWY TV X1
hia[pht
NTIVO1 WN'Y nwn
NIDWN 1'T "IN 17'KD N2 210N N"NY ATIvon Ninan '
N1'DWN 19 7270 17'RD 1N'aN 19 72w [XoN -'Rn 19
7'0n N2TAN ;)INAN 7V XPAN Q'Y TR IR K71 NIYNIY K71 NIXN DI'RY DDAX NN...019Y
X7 "IN NNK DI7Y NI'ONY T Y NN AN INWK? WK 1 DIPY 7'0nn 712 0Nty 9an
NN> NNX 7V N"aN% DTX 2 NN9WNY NNOWN ;NIYIIS INKIAN K7W NndI
A1 "AN7WY M YT ?7'RIN DR K7W nwnn YR T NNIn N
NYYN Ny INIX 071 TINI
TNIX 0N W' 7'RIN NN NNKR AT 7Y T'OPN7 NYT 0NA 'R 1770 DAR NNl ' 0NaT Nl
NNJI NND NNX 7V 11T 7Y T'97n1 X NINTA XINY 111N, [1I'T2 AN 0N AN K7
[TIKN IR M2WY7; D NIWY7 DT WA T 'RKY DN ;RTRE 710 191Wn
(Xn7'>n) 1MN 7Y DM DTR KN'Y NNKR [XON
(0"x ") |*Th NIwn D197 Nt
(.2 n1yn) 'I121'2'0 1N 12'¥N DY NN NIX TAON DTRN X7X DTRN DX 120N DIpnn X7
These are very different: formalistic vs. intuitive
Which message is more important?
And then there is the problem of the many mixed message here
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GENERAL DOUBLE MESSAGES

FROM ynwil NWy1 170 712N 712)

Even to the extent that a*:n' Ty N7

But the whole ynwal nwya is that we do not determine na 21N> nn and whether it
seems right

Here Nn' even changes the N1 127' 10T NX 0n7 nyTiInl from 'K wNT? to Dn*n N2
12 01N5NN7 NNIXK D% ™77 ""'wn 7 n"a

This is what 12'a1 nwn is supposed to be doing?!

...NYUN YNY'7IINN TUNX

Moshe, the good son-in-law

This is the very reason that nIN 12 so much suspect yIX )N T

BEING JEW TO BEING GENTILE
The Tn'l that makes him Jewish is the same word that implies he is partially gentile

THE PERSONALITY OF YITHRO
From MyT NNy to I¥XIX 7R 1777

FROM CLOSENESS TO DISTANCE

Searching for God

The creation of distance from direct access to God

From D'ZI78N X WINT? to 12T 210 XY

According to Rashi: X197IX yann"?

From recognizing the Ta10 nwn 71Ipw: my 78171 nwn' to diminishing his power
Moshe’s resentment in "7

The “n3'X” in 02T which implies that we see this as the source of |21INn

NO'X IW72 IN2IM NWhY

Gob AGREES WITH Nn'

Apparently, Yithro was correct — not only here, but in pnnx1 as well
MYId TN YR QTN NXL..YNYIENNX Q)7

Innn X71 naan 'on TIN%7 0d% N9 ' XY

Yet God agrees: N2T IWUN 72 NN 12'0'N

UNDERSTANDING 7121 7102

NR7N XY

L NYT Y nyn ol

DNOY DY N'71)

niMi NN'ed

Ni7210 NNX M1 — 1272 721 X
210 X7 in an absolute sense

TORAH AS N'Y NYON

NN "1 have a completely different vision of nnimn n7ap

They sense that nTINn TIN'7 is an actual N2 7oy not just a learning about N2
Different than the nini? themselves

(TV:X7 NINY — NNWI) I'NIM2 2IMd 21 NAY NN DDA 2MDI

Why ni‘myi1 TIin'? per se is so important as a result of Yithro

IMNIN N'YYI....ITIAD 7Y 7nnw 10
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If the connection to Torah is only through the n>7n '709 of Moshe, then the result will
be 71an 71ma
NN *T N2 2027 200 TN

THE NEW AND THE CREATIVE

D'WUTND DI' 702 K78 MY XNI'TD

New can only be real if it is creative

Two niNin

N7XN DTN 'O 7Y

The need for IN1IN as the only real connection

YITHRO'S PROFOUND CONCEPTION

nNdN Ywn and the destruction of local |'T na authority

The need for local level decisions

Stolidity and revelation causes the destruction of Torah

In maintaining revelation, you are creating 0'01Ij7'9X

The ultimate 71an 7121

The strictures of defined halacha, of being unable to argue, drives away the
generation

The Word of God cannot come exclusively from Moshe for then it is always outside
Do not freeze the decisions 'Ial 'KW1 NNKX 'K N9 7W2W NN

nndn Jwn and the destruction of Ni7a because of the loss of creativity and the
proximity of revelation

FROM D'2'TTO YOX T

N'TAN NDW7 AW NN 7w 12 2

It answers D217, but not really the other aspect of the message!
What does this Have to do with yax 1 71?

Understanding Yithro’s message

nlam

YIXT
Three levels of response: 112 1Y |'A2-NWK ['A2-122
Surely this was not sarcastic

DYN DA NNKX DA
DYN '09PT 'V IR N CNNR 'NNR
The Xn'7'on treats each one as a separate level

'1'0 TN NIX'NN

God also follows the same pattern

Twice insists that "1a1 'IN'axI 2T 'Myy7 nx¥'nn NNX Nxy? nx'nn nnx
[AnI' 21 and the dream of '1'0 7Wn defined by seat numbers

1121 nwn sitting in the back rows

ENGAGEMENT AND YOX 0T

YIX 10T does not mean being nice - it means seeing life as real and important: na
on'n

The Torah can only be a na when it is the way that you live
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What Yithro was saying was not that his feelings are able to substitute for ynwal nwya
But that his feelings are essential in determining the viability and reality of ynwil nwy
Unless there is a balance between the reality of n21lv and niixn the person becomes
727120

His responses are less and less real, and he becomes more and more cynical

D'PI7RN W' NN must also be Nn' |INn nwn for Torah to survive

Only come to greet the one that demands the response from you, 71987 the ones for
whom you act out of conviction

[IV TNDWN DAY NY"A'Y YAIX 11T DY AN 2!

Does not mean that you are too busy for your niixn

It is the avoidance of Torah as a mere list, as abstracted
For nuxn are real and Torah cannot be 1'IXa N9 7Tan
Y2 X217 XINNT = 10N 127 7710 720w NTa DA

WHAT THEN WAS WRONG WITH YITHRO'S IDEA

What then was the disaster in the acceptance of Yithro’s idea?

DONAIV7 12 TN NX DNV7NN

The entire Torah then becomes a way in which you can be nonaiv? naTn v*2nn and
express your own hidden agenda

Look how INn' determines the suitability — 237 |3 a1

A a7

The change in relationship to InX' 7w MwIT as he first rejects it

And why later, his descendants are capable of living from in1' 7w nmwit
Understanding the nimx of 2031 a aTre

Moshe’s offer of In' 7w nawIT was precisely an offer of on'*n n1!

REJECTING SENTIMENTALITY

Yithro rejected Moshe’s offer: | am still needed at home

To have no land, to live in motor homes, seems to make no sense

But because the 21n7 TNy N therefore it should be as if it was destroyed now

For it is impossible to take the land and the home more importantly than God Himself

ESSENTIAL THEME:

D0'2'T and YOIX 0T must ultimately be completely intertwined

Both are essential to Live Torah as na!

No n'no from the Rashi in .7 71120 7°2 who says it means Torah as bn'*n N2
The b n7'on who calls learning M9 DIY KX' X7 TUX D' T

DNN M9 DIY RX' X7 WWKX for without proper priorities

But there is nothing whatsoever that is without "9 if it is coming from a concern to
see Torah as nMa itself

wIT'N is only possible in relationship - relationship is only possible in wiT'N
NN is only possible in yYax 0T and yaX 10T is only possible in NN

This is the "1a1 KNIA YT NWY TY: 'KW1 'RTN=NN' TN'I

0" INXY7 KIj'yn

NIIN N2 NI NIFYTE— IR IT DIXA 0YR7 1"17 INWIY ' 0"ann

I2N=NIM2N NKX 2NIX ;2AIN=2NK 7RIVI=YY
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