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Theme: 
Understanding ‰„È˜Ù and the nature of the process of ‰ÏÂ‡‚. A three-way 
analysis of the parasha in which the development of Ge’ula, Moshe, and 
Pharaoh all reflect the same mistaken preconceptions. The parasha 
describes a failure that comes as a result of Moshe's vision of the ‰ÏÂ‡‚. 
But Moshe is actually the ‰ÏÂ‡‚ in microcosm, and the psychological 
passages he masters are similar to the steps that the nation as a whole 
must pass through in their own psychological journey to ‰ÏÂ‡‚, ending with 
commitment to the original Ì‰¯·‡ ˙È¯· with Life itself as expressed by  ÌÈ˘
˙ÂÈ˜„ˆ. 

 
Structure: 

• The importance of this background to ‰ÏÂ‡‚ 
• „Â˜ÙÈ „Â˜Ù and its apparent failure—what kind of background is that? 
• How to explain the background story which is personal? 

Torah seems to go out of its way to belittle the importance, stressing the 
names of the first generations with the masses. 
Indeed, what is the explanation of the failure? 
Moshe’s definitions 
But what is so important about Moshe? 
What is important about ‡È· in general? 
Geulah is not something that God does—it must be done together, even 
conceptually 

• Moshe the Ï‡Â‚ as a reflection of the ‰ÏÂ‡‚ 
Discovery of personal identity is central to ‰ÏÂ‡‚ 
True personal identity must become a function of context 

• The historical pattern of ‰„È˜Ù and failure 
A give-and-take in the development of relationship with weak personalities 
stealing significance 

• Mistaken preconceptions and the miscarriage of ‰ÏÂ‡‚ 
• Women and the fundamental ˙È¯· 
• The end of nationalism 
• Indispensable ‰„È˜Ù 

 

       – OUTLINE –  

POWERFUL CONNECTIONS 

The repition of the Ï‡¯˘È È· ˙ÂÓ˘ 
Stressing the ‡Â"˙ÂÓ˘ ‰Ï‡Â Â  
Elements put into place at the end of ˙È˘‡¯· hidden under the surface of the Nile come 
into play now 
Yosef into water and Moshe out 

יפקוד פקוד  

The historical planning with the closing words: „Â˜ÙÈ „Â˜Ù 
The actual ˘„Â˜‰ ÔÂ˘Ï ·˙Î contains the hint of Ù''Û :„Â˜ÙÈ „Â˜Ù  
And that ÊÁ"Ï  say is ÊÓ¯ in the ˙ÂÏÂÙÎ ˙ÂÈ˙Â‡ of Ù"Ù ‡"‡ : The „Â˜ÙÈ „Â˜Ù 
From ˜ÚÈ‰˘ÓÏ Ï‡¯˘È È˜ÊÏ Á¯ÒÏ ÌÈË·˘Ï ÛÒÂÈÏ ·  
¯ÊÚÈÏ‡ È·¯„ È˜¯Ù: the ÌÈÓÈÒ were given over by Avraham and date from the ÌÈ¯˙·‰ ÔÈ· ˙È¯· 
Keeps alive the awareness: That is why ‰'  says that they will be ÔÈÓ‡Ó (Rashi 3:16-18) 
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VITAL ELEMENTS OF גאולה 
Why not dispense with this parasha – the real action begins only next week? 
Apparently it is essential to know the background of ‰ÏÂ‡‚ 
They are all vital elements 

SEEDS 
Small events here become historical elements later 
 ÌÈ˙· Ì‰Ï ˘ÚÈÂ ‰ÈÂÏÂ ‰Â‰Î 

‡ Â˙ÂÁ ¯·„Ó· ÌÈ¯ÓÂ ¯‡· 
 Ì¯È·‡Â Ô˙„  Á¯Â˜· ÔÓ·  
 ÌÈ¯ËÂ˘ ÔÈ¯„‰Ò 
 ÈÈÒ ¯‰Â ‰Ò ‰Ê‰ ¯‰· 
 ‰˘Ó È¯·„ ˘È‡"Ì  

A FAILED GEULAH 

But then it is a very odd ‰ÏÂ‡‚‰ „ÂÒÈ to remember with this parasha 
For it is an unmitigated failure 
World Encyclopedia of Gods  
ÌÎÈ˙ÂÏ·ÒÏ ÂÎÏ—mind your own business! 
Later the attempt of “The Old Snake Trick” and Pharaoh’s wife is not any better! 
Why do we need such an interval?  È˙ÁÏ˘ ‰Ê ‰ÓÏ)·Ó¯''Ô(  
Why after keeping the ‰ÏÂ‡‚ alive through a ‰¯ÂÒÓ of ‰ÂÓ‡ over generations, was it 
shattered so badly here? 
In fact, they were ÌÈÈÓ‡Ó originally, but they were reduced here to ‰˘˜ ‰„Â·ÚÓÂ ÁÂ¯ ¯ÒÂÁÓ 

PERSONAL STORIES 

And what is the point of giving us endless personal stories 
Moshe’s birth, education, change of identity, first act, escape, wife, father-in-law, sheep 
tending, transport, hotel, whether his wife and kids should come 
Fine for midrashim, but not to the vital elements of geulah 
Miriam’s history, the relationship to kids 
Depriving all these people of the significance of names 
In ˙ÂÓ˘ of all places!! 
The difference between the masses, Âˆ¯˘ÈÂ Â·¯Â Â¯Ù  

WHY INDEED FAILURE? 

Why did it fail? 
There is no real answer to Moshe's demand that ˙Ïˆ‰ ‡Ï Ïˆ‰! 
Why did È˘‰"˙  send them on a Mission Impossible? 
To end in laughter of ÌÈ¯ˆÓ and despair of Ï‡¯˘È È·? 
He didn't – the entire plan was Moshe's! 

BEATING AROUND "THE BUSH" 

For seven days – what was going on?  

THE ARGUMENT 
‰'  tells him to go to ‰Ú¯Ù. He is the one who insists he must speak with  Ï‡¯˘È È·! 
Then ‰'  gives in to that, but ‰˘Ó doesn't like the name!  
 So ‰'  says, take the name you like!  

 ÌÎÁ ÏÏÂ‰È ˜˘ÂÚ‰ ÈÎ– ·˜‰ Ï˘ ÂÈ˙Â¯ÈÊ‚ ÏÚ ÌÎÁ˙‰Ï ‡·''‰  
Then ‰'  suddenly tells him to call the ÌÈ˜Ê which is what he has wanted, and say „Â˜ÙÈ „Â˜Ù 
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So he says, no, they still won't believe me!  
So ‰'  gives him signs. And the ˘¯„Ó says that this was only  ‰È˙ËÈ˘Ï! 
So he says, “I’m not a good speaker to lead a movement!” 
Then ‰'  gives him a promise to help him speak.  
Then he claims he needs ÔÂ¯‰‡ who has always been the man to do things from 
within ÌÈ¯ˆÓ! 
Then he says that this is the wrong approach overall! ÌÈ¯·„ ˘È‡ ‡Ï 
Just as the ˘¯„Ó says that he insists on the ability to be  ‰„Â¯ (cf. ÌÈ¯·„ ˘È‡ ‡Ï in 
midrash:   ÍÏÂ‰ È‡ Ì‡ ¯ÒÂÓ Ï·˜Ó ÂÈ‡ ÂÏˆ‡ ÍÏÂ‰ È‡˘ Ì„‡‰ ÈÎ ÌÈ¯·„ Ô‡Î ‰‡Â¯ ÈÈ‡

ÍÏÂ‰ È‡ Â˙Â„¯Ï !Ó˘"‚ ¯-„È ) 
It was only ‰˘Ó who assumed that the ‰ÏÂ‡‚ must come from within, and it is on this basis 
that ‰'  sends him to ÌÈ¯ˆÓ finally from  ÔÈ„Ó 
Note that ‰˘Ó asked to ‰·Â˘‡Â; only then did he get a ÈÂÂÈˆ to be ÌÈ¯ˆÓ ·Â˘ ÍÏ  
Why he would take his wife and children – He seems to feel that it must be an inside job  
This is entirely different than the original ÈÂÂÈˆ  
There he was told to come as an outsider:    Ï‡¯˘È È· ÈÓÚ ˙‡ ‡ˆÂ‰Â ‰Ú¯Ù Ï‡ ÍÁÏ˘‡Â ‰ÎÏ

 ÌÈ¯ˆÓÓ)‚.È( .  
There is even a ¯Ó‡„ Ô‡Ó that this must have happened months after he returned from 
ÌÈ¯ˆÓ  
Indeed, ÔÂ¯‰‡ is shocked: Ì‰ÈÏÚ ÛÈÒÂ‰Ï ‡· ‰˙‡Â ÌÈ¯ÚËˆÓ Â‡ ÌÈÂ˘‡¯‰ ÏÚ 
He must have the ÌÈ˜Ê and ÔÂ¯‰‡ and the ‰ËÓ  
All things that only he requires and were never part of the ÈÂÂÈˆ  

ÊÁ"Ï  characterize ‰˘Ó in this issue as  ·˜‰ Ï˘ Â˙¯ÈÊ‚ ÏÚ ÌÎÁ˙‰Ï ‡·"ÌÎÁ ÏÏÂ‰È ˜˘ÂÚ‰ ÈÎ ‰ - 
 Ô‰· Í¯Âˆ ÂÏ ‰È‰ ‡Ï˘ ÌÈ¯·„· ˜ÒÚ˙˘ ÏÚ)ÈÚ '‰ ‡¯‡Â ‡ÓÂÁ˙ ;'Ó˘"Â ¯ -‡(  

And this is the source of failure: ·˜‰ ÏÚ ÌÎÁ˙Ó"‰ --ÍÏÓ‰ È¯Á‡ ‡Â·È ¯˘‡ Ì„‡‰ ÈÓ  
Â ‰·¯ ˙ÂÓ˘  ˙ÂÏÎÒÂ ˙ÂÏÏÂ‰Â ‰ÓÎÁ ˙Â‡¯Ï È‡ È˙ÈÙÂ: ‡  

FAILURE 

Yet ‰'  cautions him that ( )ÂÎÂ ÌÈ˙ÙÂÓ‰ ÏÎ ‰‡¯ ')„-‡Î  it cannot work this way.  
It fails, and ‰'  tells him: NOW DO IT MY WAY-- ‰Ú¯Ù Ï‡ ¯·„ ‡· !Â-‡È .  
And indeed at the end, the nation has nothing to do with it, only after everything is 
finished do we find their involvement through ˙ÂˆÓ 
It was ÌÈ¯ˆÓ ÈÈÚ· that was important, only then is it ÌÚ‰ ÈÈÚ· 

WHAT IS SO IMPORTANT ABOUT MOSHE ANYWAY 

Moshe characterized the ‰ÏÂ‡‚, was Â˙‡È¯· ˙ÏÈÁ˙Ó ‰ÏÂ‡‚Ï Ô˜Â˙Ó 
This is the ÍÁÏ˘‡Â ‰ÎÏ  – it is either you or no one; È‰ ‰˘Ó''‰  
The issue is simply: What defines ‰ÏÂ‡‚ 
If he does not get permission from Yitro—end history! 

 ·Â˙Î˘ ÈÓ ÏÎ"‰È‰ "˜Â˙ÓÌ˙ÈÈ¯· ˙ÏÁ˙Ó ÍÎÏ Ô : ‰ÏÂ‡‚Ï ‰˘Ó)ÂÓ˘"· ¯:„(  
˙Â‡‰ ÍÏ ‰ÊÂ is Torah itself! 

WHY ARGUE? 

‰ÂÈ - Â‰ÈÏ‡ - Â‰ÈÓ¯È  
‡È· and lips 
ÔÈÂ˘ Â·ÏÂ ÂÈÙ 

‰ ‰˘ÚÈ ‡Ï ÈÎ‘ ‡‘ Â„ÂÒ ‰Ï‚ Ì‡ ÈÎ ¯·„  
ÌÈ‡È· and donkeys? 
Why better than ÌÈÓÒÂ˜ 
Why worry about the future 
Â‰ÈÓ¯È ‰„ÏÂÁ 
‡È· part of ‰‚‰‰ 
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Relationship defines the plan 
Responsiveness of world to the lips 

DISCOVERY OF PERSONAL IDENTITY IS CENTRAL TO גאולה 
True personal identity must become a function of context 

È‡‰ ‰˘Ó ‰Ê''˘  means that we must understand him as an ˘È‡ to understand the ‰ÏÂ‡‚ 
This is why ÌÈ˜ÂÏ‡ Ú„ÈÂ 
Moshe is so much a part of the Geulah process that it is not his mistake as much as a real 
model for the process of ‰ÏÂ‡‚ 
This is why ‰„È˜Ù is always part of ‰ÏÂ‡‚ in this way 

THE LOSS OF BELIEF AT THE END OF ALL גלויות 
Throughout the generations this is the essence of ‰„È˜Ù 
Ï‡È„Â ˘Â¯Â˘Á‡ ˘¯ÂÎ 
The party on the final end of ˘„˜Ó‰ ˙È·, despair of the ‰ÏÂ‡‚ 
Even Ï‡È„ could not see any hope 

‡ÓÏÚ· ‰„È˜Ù :„Â˜ÙÈ „Â˜Ù  
What kind of ‰„È˜Ù is that?! To create the same ˘Â‡ÈÈ as here? 

FINAL גאולה 
˙ÚÏ „˜Ù" Ï)È·ÏÓ"È ‰È¯ÎÊ Ì:‰ „˜Ù ÈÎ ‚ 'Â¯„Ú ˙‡ ˙Â˜·ˆ(...  

‡ÁÈ˘Ó„ ‡˙·˜Ú· is the worse time 
‰È˙ÈÓÁ‡ ‡ÏÂ È˙ÈÈ 
Modern History 
Balfour and Koresh 

WRONG CONCEPTS OF גאולה 
The national movement must die – just as Moshe's own dreams must die 
He cannot be one of them 
He is called an È¯ˆÓ ˘È‡ and because of this he cannot enter  Ï‡¯˘È ı¯‡  
He is considered to be the one ‰È˙· ‰„ÏÈ ¯˘‡ an Egyptian child, his name is forever hers.  
He calls his child ‰È¯Î ı¯‡ as if ÌÈ¯ˆÓ weren't!  
For ‰˘Ó is the Ï‡Â‚ only because he has grown up in the palace of ‰Ú¯Ù, and left as early 
as 12 years of age according to the ˘¯„Ó 
This is part of the very pattern for the future ‰È„Ó· Ì˘ Ï„‚ ÔÂ¯Á‡ Ï‡Â‚ Ì‚ 
The ÌÈ˜Ê who ‰˘Ó thought would lead a nationalistic uprising slip away one by one 

ÔÈ·‰ ˙Á˙ ÌÈÂ˙‰ Ì˙Â‡· ÍÏ ˙ÙÎÈ‡ ‰Ó ‡Ï‡ ÌÏÈˆ‰Ï „È˙Ú ‰˙‡˘ È‡ Ú„ÂÈ) !Ó˘"‰ ¯-·Î(  
Just as ‰'  says here that only ‰‡¯˙ ‰˙Ú 

 È·ˆÏ È„Â„ ‰ÓÂ„–  ‰‡¯ È·ˆ ‰ÓÂÎÂ ‰ÒÎ˙ÓÂ'  
Part of the very ‡ˆÙÁ of ‰„È˜Ù and ‰ ˙‚‰‰'  

THE מצריים MADE THE EXACT SAME MISTAKE! 

The entire parasha describes the operation of a single theme on all levels: Moshe, Egypt, 
Yisrael 
What were they trying to do when they killed the ÌÈ¯ÎÊ!? 
They obviously didn't want to get rid of the Jews 
Therefore Rashi says (1:16) that they only wanted to destroy males who could create a 
national identity 
They wanted to undo exactly what it was that Moshe thought that he had to do 
They wanted to get rid of the national identity of the Jews! 
Then he could do what he want: ÂÏ ‰ÓÎÁ˙ ‰·‰ 
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More kids=more slaves 
And he was right--they succeeded in breaking spirit: but only when it came to the men! 

 Ì‰È˙Â˘ Â˘¯‚Â ÌÏÂÎ Â„ÓÚ)·È ‰ËÂÒ(.  
But he could not succeed with the women 

THE DIFFERENCE IN THE WOMEN 

A five year old girl was clearer than the ¯Â„‰ ÏÂ„‚ 
„·ÎÂÈ --‰˙Â¯ÚÏ ‰¯ÊÁ ¯˘˜‰ ¯Â„  the woman who shows only the future matters 

Creating the ˙Â„ÏÈÓÏ ÌÈ˙·--˙ÂÎÏÓÂ ‰Â‰Î  
    ‰ÏÂ‡‚‰ „ÂÒ  ¯˘‡ ˙· Á¯Ò  

˙ÂÈ˜„ˆ ÌÈ˘ ˙ÂÎÊ· 
¯‰ÂÊ--ÈÙ‰ ‡Ï˘ ÂÏ)‚ ˙ÂÓ˘ ¯‰ÂÊ(: , and the contrast to modern psychology 

 ‰Ú¯Ù ˙· ‰È˙·–   Ì˘Ï ÒÎ ¯ÎÊ ÔÈ‡˘ ÌÈ˘Ï ÚÈ˜¯· ˙ÂÏÎÈ‰)¯‰ÂÊ (‰È˙· „·ÎÂÈ Á¯˘  
‰˙È· ˙¯‚ÓÂ ‰˙Î˘Ó ‰˘‡ 
ÌÈ¯ÓÏ ‰˙Ó‰ 
ÍÈ˙¯¯ÂÚ ÁÂÙ˙‰ ˙Á˙ 

• MISTAKEN PRECONCEPTIONS AND THE MISCARRIAGE OF גאולה 
The women fix this, rediscovering Avraham 

THE FUNCTION OF פקידה 

At each end it is necessary to rediscover the true ÌÈ˘¯Â˘ which are not ˙ÂËÈ˘ 
In our times, created a nation out of a religion 
Focuses attention on Ï‡¯˘È ı¯‡ 
But such a ‰„È˜Ù brings out every self-centered and self-righteous ‰ÏÈÙË ‰ÂÓ‡ 
The difference of “Judaism” and being a Ï‡¯˘È Ô· 
The end of national movements and singing about Mashiach 
There must be despair of all movements 
Those who attempted to organize movements and to leave early were the ones who lacked 
‰ÂÓ‡ 
Which must go back to È˙È¯· ˙‡ È˙¯ÎÊÂ just as it does here 
The commitment to the original ˙È¯· with Ì‰¯·‡ and what originally was the source of the 
relationship between ·˜‰''Ì‰¯·‡Â ‰  
Only ˘Ù ˙¯ÈÒÓ to „ÒÁÂ ‰‡È¯· is the secret 
The entire nation in ÌÈ¯ˆÓ acted as those few individuals who had children during the 
holocaust 
The ‰„È˜Ù bursts forth into everything, more than ‰Ïˆ‰ 
ÌÈ¯ˆÓ ˙‡ÈˆÈ Ïˆ‡Â ‰˘Ó Ïˆ‡ ‰ÏÈÓ ˙È¯· 

 ‰¯ÂÙˆÂ ‰ÏÈÓ  even the ‰ÏÈÓ was through woman 
‰„È˜Ù means an appointment, a sense of destiny 
Becomes a disappointment 

 „ÈÏÂ‡ ‡ÏÂ ¯È·˘‡ È‡‰)Î ‰ÈÚ˘È"Â:È (˘¯·"¯ÂÓ‚Ï ÏÎÂ‡ ‡ÏÂ ÏÈÁ˙‡ ‡Ó˘ È  
Only ‰‡¯˙ ‰˙Ú, only now after the great failure is it possible to see the truth 


