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Theme:
The out-of-proportion impact of pettiness and of Ya'akov’s desire for NI7¥ leads to the discovery that
human relationships provide the arena for the essential work of tikkun in the world. NN3j? is the
antithesis of relationship, and was the basis of eating the NnyTn YV.

Structure:
Ya’akov’s history of misery
The difference between nI7w and NN and between NINX and |1'0"2
Contrasting Yosef and Yehuda
The work on |Ii7'N 0'71YN is the work on what is left in our hands to achieve, on the only 210 X7 in
Creation.
[I77'NN 071Y and human relationships. NI'TAN NINK [Ij77'N to DY N7'0ON
The only real choice: NX1j7 or relationship
NN as the fundamental issue behind evil and the driving force of history.
The NYTN YV involved determining whether this is a Creation of 112'N or a Creation of NKNJj?.

- OUTLINE -

MOST DEPRESSING PARASHA

The parasha of Ya'akov’s misery and depression

This is the parasha of “darkness” according to 7"'Tn

The loss of 33 years - the toll on Ya'akov and the price he pays

The first word is the trigger for the whole story

The theme is a desire for tranquillity that is frustrated

22 years of misery 121D the 22 years of initial misery which drive him to n17w
Ya'akov apparently causes with his search for nI7¥ the entire episode

NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH nnIIN

nv D IR

D' 'W¥1 7V D'¥1 D0'0I0

Why would he want to live NI?¢2 if the purpose is T7I' /y'? DTN

NN 0NY? ') 7"V7 17'9X - even in XaN D71V they have no nnin!

The 2"n1Y7 DN [71Nn is not the N7 in "Ny

So how could the self-same D'?*TX¥ who are defined as 7'n 7X '7'Nn D'71Y also be the ones for
whom [inn nihw?

How could they be the ones who desire the opposite of their own Xan D71V

Clearly ni7w and nNIM must be two separate concepts

TRANQUIL VS. PEACEFUL

NI7Y as peaceful relationships

His life to date has been pain in relationships, politics and pettiness
TAN R 'MORY K71 NN XY

Ya’akov has "NniNx" where the other NIaX have N1I'0"

NTIN' DX [2IRY DX QOI' 1YY NY'T NOX DDYW N

IT IS REASONABLE FOR D'{?7'TX TO BE niv vpan

This is why there is no contradiction with nnim
Yet this is precisely what Ya'akov does not get!
22 years of utter pettiness
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TRANSITION INTO PETTINESS

n7m 0wY0 v 71ava
Hairdos and suit styles
Favoritism of Ya'akov
Brothers to Ya'akov
Issues of relationships determine everything about Ya'akov from the moment he left
The change in narrative of the Torah
Pettiness in relationships between his wife
The same frustration that we have in seeing war and evil today
The willingness to sacrifice all for NX1j7 - Sarajevo
When it could be so nice "if only..."
The midrash about whose portion is bigger on 210 DI'
The more trivial, the more destructive
In what sense is the qOI' 7 112N 1'7V NXOR T'n really the result of Wijra for the freedom
from the trivial?
And why indeed should a 7' T¥ not have the tools that he needs for achievement - certainly
N7 12 7X"INY was given everything he asked for even when he insisted that he has no time
for headaches - or even being bothered by the yan 1x!!
We have no choice but to say that it is the issue of NI7V itself that spells the difference
between NTN 071V and X2n D71V and that therefore these very trivialities are the entire
essence of NTN D71V NTIAY.

RELATIONSHIP AS NTIQY

(22 n7n{p) INIYY 120 YUK DX 1700 NKR RI2'W DTRD N
This implies that whatever has been defined as “Good!” by n"apn is not in need of |1j7'N
21V X7ITA7 DTRN NN is the only area that requires NTIAY!
One of the Ten Utterances with which the world was created
21V X7 'X NNl is then equivalent to MK 'N' 'R MKl - a definition of Creation
Not an editorial comment
And leads to all the connection to the universe that we have: Analyze structure in N'WX12
The only thing that is left to us
Every breakdown in the NX"21 and its [Ij7'N

DISCOVERING THAT RELATIONSHIPS ARE THE ESSENCE OF TORAH

Work of tikkun specifically

1Z' NN MmN NINR - (Messilat Yesharim) as equivalent to NINN 7IT'N as N'N'MKN N2ILVN
This is not open to MW 'DX7N who therefore say 1112TN '> WIIK NN in rejection of pettiness
Says N"2n to them, “You have no concept of NINW NX"{?, because you have no 21a'n!”
It is as if you do not exist: the D'OX'IN disappear in the presence of God

I"727 NNN NNY 7D as a response to WIIX NN: D'PI7XN VYN INTONNI

31"2an7 77y 10T Nn

J'aX Y1 WA refers to n"1pn Himself: He is your Friend - don’t let Him down!

NIY'X was not invented for having children, but for transcending nT71n

YIX2Q TNX 'I2--DI7W NX) DN7

So though NIY'X was not invented for having children, nonetheless the rejection of
relationship destroys all productivity

This is the *""wan 1"wal 'm"xyn 0"xy

And thus he loses his connection to them: 0'l ;nT!
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THE REJECTION OF RELATIONSHIP

Yehuda rejected relationship except in the sense of XIn 111"war Nn"xy X
This was a conscious rejection of personal relationship as productive
Yehuda's relationships
Loss of relationship with his brothers
Wife as a business relationship (Ramban)
Disappointments in children - names IR-Y-2"'"T3=n"7Y
Yehuda's children and violated relationship
Tamar and loss of relationship
Children’s carelessness with relationship
“Onan”ism
The result was the loss of his children, his wife, and his entire future
If not for Tamar, who specifically wanted children like him
Tamar's desire for him specifically
Drawn IN2102 X7W! He sensed that “Here is my future,” someone who cared about nnjn
(alJ)
Even though NIW'X is not for children, relationship becomes the 11j7n of all productivity
Only after Tamar does he change completely, become able to commit to 2jy'l |'n"12
Gradual development of NXTIN from "2 N7vW

IMPORTANCE OF NK1j?

Why is nX1j? the definition of all basic relationship?
How is it possible to come to NX1j7 on the D'NXN NAYTN?
The extent that 7RWW" expresses this continuous NKj7:
NTIN'L 7KW
D"5OX X7 X7 T
IND' NTIN' MIXI DMOX NN N0l
NTIN' YVI qOI' YV
YNI2 ' (011 A Dya!
X7 7N Ukt M 7m0 aa
Schule politics
The way that v is never absent from 78" because of 2y
“Tsores” as the essence of a whole culture
N'YKN] as a whole revolves around NKj?:
I'NNI 9OI' — IYYI APy — 7RYNY' PNY' — 1721 N — 2201 |77
NX1 is not an example of pettiness - it is the antithesis of NTIAY

PRIMAL nXp?

Your own feeling of NX1j? even of those closest to you (see NI'72 D"IW' N7'0N)

Yet the opposite: The NI'90N 010V1I)? and the need to share that everyone feels

"T'N* DTR X121 NN first, without relationship? And only then 210 X4...

But that is the very opening to nXij itself, for it once used to be only me

17w 171> NN DTX NN defines the nature of DTN

NNIT |2 and his joy at finding the morning paper at his door

D71y X121 *7'aw is absolutely true, which means that NX1j? was created by the 210 X7!
D1'N NXIY means that another’s existence is a threat to me!
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THE PRIMAL CHOICE

There are only two reactions to the presence of other: relationship or jealousy

171> D71y 73 7210 — 0T NIX? — AT 772w X7X X121 X7 17D D71vn D

You can choose only between nX1j? and between 1727 NI'n 210 X7

Without NINW NX"I NWUK, the DTX was out-of-touch

In*2ynn N7 DY T N2ANN'WD 7Y% 7aX...NTA DT 0'KIPN DT DY DT D'ANNN D1'RY NN
D71y N DTRN DX R'¥IN AN

NN is D71IVN [N X'XIN because it is the opposite of the essence of 112N

The (DN7IT2 DNXIPI NITTIANN) 0"2anN (D1'N NXIY) "W NPI7NN are therefore the same
thing

That is why we use NN1j? positively when it is in the context of caring for personal
relationship

IN1IwKRY N2'0 =Primal cause was the opening of the door to NX1j7 because he derided
pettiness, because he felt it would be absurd to apply Dr. Spock to the n-' '0aw.

It was Ya'akov's belief that no intelligent person would be concerned that leads to the 1w
N7'n 0'v70! And from there to everything that goes wrong

This is how the N7 Wijra actually created the basis of the entire events

Thus we trace here a development

THE CLOSURE OF RELATIONSHIP LEADS TO nNN2j?

First came three stages of hatred, only then came nXaj

N 210N WA requires them to first have a relationship

DIPT |2 as a special relationship (]"2n1) which was inaccessible to the others

Let them hate me, but let’s talk it out: INX 1N2T 172" K71

In closing the relationship to others, Ya’akov created nXij? because the only alternative
12T 7 MK NN A3 KRR 7Y TNR YA X7--N2n Noinn Niida

VIEWS OF CREATION

We refuse to take seriously the idea of ...X121 72X NTH yyn |n

The undermining of the wN1 was an attack on the entire essence of N'YX12 nwyn
Says wn1 to niIN: Either the focus of Creation is 112N or the focus is NN

If 21a'n, why would He not share the tree

Creation is not for sharing - it must be an act which is 1727 'n 22w

The only alternative is to watch out for yourself by building your own worlds!
VA1 210 'WTI' DR DN

Which is why it now requires license as the D" explains: 1101 TNXO!

The opportunity to build your own world

Thus Y17 NN is in its essence a NNIP'7 N1'N]

INVIN W'N NIXIZ AWYNN [NWD 72 NIRE'MYN 72 IR MR

But |INMIX 12 D1ANIK N"NIEN"apn

T 'NINX? MR T IN71V7 MR M: the relationship to D71VN NXRMA in ' T-¥ 7-X
The entire Creation was for these NiNX: both are limited by 'T

God is working on Mashiach while you work on pettiness
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