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THEME:
The parasha describes the transition from Ton to |'T, from DNN2KX the ANIX to DNNAN the
N1'. Here we discover the integral symbiosis of the relationship between them — the
relationship of breadth to depth, of openness to precision, of multiplicity to Truth, of N01dn
D'NIIX to Nd'7N.

FOCUS ON AVRAHAM

The parasha defines the creation of PnX! but is completely focused on DNNAX

Even the nT'jY is from Avraham’s point of view as is D'DR'7ANI DITO

Change in DNNAX from needs of guests to wanting — insisting — to slit his son’s throat

This is the transition that allows Avraham and Ton the connection to |*T

The ingredients appear immediately in the words that name the parasha, because X'l X' means he
is No longer open to everyone in need

A tremendous change from the original “Tent of Avraham.”

He became judgmenta/which is the meaning of (N TN "1'vn) n*X1

PROCESS: FROM nANNX TO NXR!

There is a process here of going towards Din

There are even early arguments ggainst pure |*T in the battle of survival for Sodom: NXIN NNKX |'T DX
Where at the end we come to pure |'T that questions our right to exist, no matter what our actions:
nTRY

The Zohar says that it was specifically Avriaham who needed to come here to |'T

The NX' achieved here in NNIK 'N X' D 'MYT NN is a profound change in a pure AnNIX
Consistency from 'AnIX DNNAN YT as it develops into NRY!

The Torah comes here to address the level of Avraham, to show the transition to NKR!' as an inner
dynamic of nanN itself

ARGUMENTS OVER DIN

nITo

We would expect that the |'T would be an absolute — yet for some reason the parasha is filled with
arguments

Even the very first introduction to post-71an din is met with an argument

Shouldn’t God be expected to know better whether this is b9WN?

Graduated argument regarding Sodom means this was not a ritualized dialogue but a serious attempt
at negotiation, Russian tactics

Like "2 afraid to push too far and lose it all

If I can ask for a life like Yitzchak’s surely | can demand the end of Sodom!

Avraham goes from a struggle with |'T at DITO to acceptance of the NT'7Y

AVIMELECH

7'7n'ax does the same thing and manages to get out of the Din
“Now | believe the vicious rumors about the 71an!”

Why is it so important that Avimelech should understana’?

Lot
017 saves XN after there has already been a decision to destroy it
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After everything is changed in order to help him escape, he makes it unnecessary to escape throush
arguments
Arguing about whether the single year of youth should grant Ywxn a future

nvy
Sarah argues about a fact whether she laughed
DY NIN WYX as a different way to act towards 7Rynw:

PERSPECTIVES

Opening eyes of Hagar

In general, the appearance of the thing seems more important here than its reality

yxnN relative to other cities

Lot as a ' X relative to Sodom, as if he will not be noticed

Perspectives of 1''aX as provided him by Avraham

The answer to Avimelech — “A man hears what he wants to hear” means it was your decision how to
handle the information

The appearance of justice

NIX¥N? NN TN out of her (mistaken) perspective

Even the doing of ToN itself is all appearances--Avraham needed it more than the recipients
The whole story of D'aN'7N'7 ToN was only appearances — there were no guests

The entire story of the NP'MNIN NNN was also clearly not for real

Why not just turn down the thermostat instead of sending n'ox'Mm?

Pretending to eat when no Ton was done?

THE PRETENSE OF N'T'?V

Even the NT'Y itself was just appearances--INTAIN 1'WIY INN"7VN
How did Avraham feel about being fooled into appearances of ToN
How did he feel about being fooled into W91 NIN'*on which was never required?

No, he felt fine — this is part of what he learned: that it is the appearance that counts
The JuW even tried to tell him — “Hey, it's all a game. In the end He will say, take him down!”
But it didn’t work against Avraham, who saw this as a full expression of a Divine Attribute

MULTIPLE VISIONS IN DIN

MULTIPLICITY AND THE NATURE OF “JUDGMENT”

The Torah seems to make the reality of |'T dependent on multiple visions

Obviously NIKN 1'WW QN KX " T7 'R

The tremendous sensitivity to slant: P'nwn NIy ,1N'an 191 X7¢ |'T 7v2 Mo ,TNIY
Judgmental judgment

["1TN102 D'YAWI NINY D19 D'YAW - you must have the full potential of variation in view
Unanimity is joso facto wrong!

TORAH AND MULTIPLICITY

MINN [N YWD D07 yTI' M XX TNIoA "A'wIm 'R

D'>0T D'YMININNN] YWD D07 1IvTw n" 29 1mnn

NISION "72V2 as the aefinition of Torah, not as a problem in learing Torah
Multiplicity is not merely a tool to assure the truth through argumentation
Avraham’s fight for DITO is an actual creation of alternatives

Either you hear it all or you hear nothing: D'vaw

INIMD N27n 1wap X7 nn 1onl
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NO219KXD Y ITR NLNI "N 27 17 Ny

Also reflected in DN D'PI7X QT 17X1 17X

Seems to be exactly the same as the jokes being played by God with the NnT'pY: they could not
understand what 1'Rn "1 actually meant! (' [*ain'y)

In fact, the very oW of |"Tn N is in plural: N"INPN 7v2

This breaking down into various possibilities and details seems to be necessary for the transition from
Ton to |'T
Which is the experience of the world--lawyers, the more the merrier

RELATING NXY'I NANX

The Transition from Love to Fear
But this transition from |*T7 Ton on the surface seems to be a totally different way to view life.
It is the equivalent of the change from N7 NANK, which seems to demand a radically different
focus--perhaps N2V NN to lead to love, and awareness of |'WAIY to lead to NKYY, or at least TI2D
12T N1 XOON for NINNINN NXY!
However, listen to the Rambam in 2 719 "IN 'TI0' "0 D"ann (See text)
So far so good--certainly leads to appreciation of nature and the Ton of Creation.
Now, what radically different approach does he recommend to reach nX'?
IMINK7 YN KN T'N NXY 178D DM2TA AWNNYDI
How is it possible that the very same issues should lead to antithetical emotion?
And why not just put it together--the following two things lead to X'l N2ANX?
But listen to the difference: |11 vs. AawNn.
And see how seriously he means the distinction:
INQN X 178N DNATN 97107112 07750 71Ivn (120 nwynn
7 NNO I'N'Y "TO'annwin NK AINR?
The specialist who attempts to control the specialty
“God is in the details” is the only way to know n'79¥ nmM2a of X!
Without D*71ITA 0770 you cannot appreciate the interrelationship of all possibility
The NnanKX is the vision of breadth of 7'72 without which one cannot come to nXA!
As we develop more into |"Tn NN we appreciate more and more a different opinion
|'T /s the multitude of possible connections among a hopeless infinity of detail
Missing a single possibility of D'Vaw leaves the |'T strangled

THE ROAD AND GUESTS

AVRAHAM AND THE ROAD

There is a change towards Din with the change in Avraham's habits--no more n>"7n
The parasha opens with D'NAIX N012N and ends with the yaw Ix22 7WX
How can he not continue his main nTIAY?

Because becoming the road is the deepest nd'7n

Instead the walkers and the road comes into his own home

Only now that he opens his hotel is he being NIIX 010N

The guest is called the road

NONNIIN.

Bringing the road into the house

Thus his tent becomes D'V NNY i.e. the place of “seeing” |'T

“All the roads lead to Rome” means the world became his home

D''V NNY similar to NI'9'7n 72n
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SODOM AND THE ROAD

720 NN Nfawa s not the same thing as being anti-Ton

In Sodom, they did not want connection to what was different and strange
But then they cannot live |'Tn NTNA

Not having guests means that you cannot live with |*T!

17w w1 7w e is 0"ITO NN only because they have no DO'NIIX NO1ON
The broader the openness the deeper the connection to Din

THE MAP CALLED TORAH

The roads are interrelated only throusgh the totality of the map

Why "verter' can be dangerous

NN NYT means that each detail becomes a new way of seeing all reality

Just as one new detail of nature may force change in my entire vision of reality

Why the n2'7n is 270 nad

Does this mean that we follow the “nice guy” in determining the n2'7n?

It is N7 that matters to N7 and therefore the fewer the D'NIIX the less the INMD Nd'7n
One who wishes to go from nanX to R, from 772 to detail; from making sure to further life
(NANN) to seeing to it that each thing has a place (NXYY), must be able to be NIIX 00N in the
literal sense and in the D'XNLVNN QT DNVNAN NAT VNIV

“From this too arises the extreme importance of collaborations in many scientific discoveries — and the
importance of conversation, of travel of visits by scientist to the laboratories of colleagues and
competitors. Great laboratories become great and remain so for a while because, among other
reasons, they attract the right visitors. Repeatedly, when one analyzes the fine grain of the events
leading to some discovery, one sees what | call the shuttle effect — in which the physical arrival of a
new person brings together the necessary elements.”

HORACE FREELAND JUDSON, 7he Search for Solutions
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